P 5 cla_s.f

, e ()

Karachi - Pakistan

? E Green Island Publications
IP : .
(A Project of GIT)



Gohar e Hikmat (Gem of Wisdom)
(32" Edition)

Commentary on the Ziarat of
Aalay Yaseen

Publisher: Green Island Publication - GIP



Name of Book

Excerpt from

Composer &
Urdu Translator

Arrangement &
Correction

English
Translator

Designer

Date of
Publication

Presentation

Publisher

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem

Commentary on the Ziarat of Aalay Yaseen
Sheikh Ali Al-Kourani (R.A)

Hujjat-ul-Islam Maulana Abdullah Itrati

Hujjat-ul-Islam Maulana Syed Hashim Abbas Zaidi
Hujjat-ul-Islam Maulana Qamer Ali Lilani

Ali Raza Vazir

Ali Raza Bhanji
Safar-ul-Muzaffar 1448 AH
Green Island Youth Forum (GIYF)

Green Island Publications (GIP)



"3‘. & 0 ’,}. 2
G ) &% W Lf 3 = I7
i ZARR ez RS e AR G
I i ~ - ¥ S S h
W { nl
.‘ ] - - El 1 “:’
ol s 855338 s Aoy '
X . ) ~
5K S USRI b A i Pt 17 oo (et (G DL U U2 “:’
Q0 1 (res fics Subulilils)
XX Ll ()0
SO i b
o, *
g Sl g
SO — DI
s
W 1253 IS A Wpios o 10
; , | %
‘:. | d‘._.‘vg_:.::f.;'[.c/yﬂ/ Lgdf.l:r"’/ o0
X !
OO , PO
0 c:f/(wédl‘jb&j J:"(;}[);;/ 04
0
X : 5 { 0p
Wi SEUL 5 S I s b
QW Lt # .
i Ak e QWS T 272 E:"
! oAt E s dwitS s
PN g
5 . 1 — )
O ey /r-uiuut;aly Qi 227 2 00
0l
OO r o - L O
XY L7 e S (s s diatS s b
W r 7 oo 52
,:; L LAl ibes $lszIOrs p z:"
00 U C:f/f'g&dut’m’hi GJU);LL‘:J-*Y/
O = 3 !:'
5 " )
: Ll s Saltisr Wi
0
LN O L N - Al el [P . . - "
5 Lf”/(‘-‘iulkbd?” df/rkéu’;bd% | ":'
.':!‘ [ Lol Lol NIk
|l3‘ ' = jal ¥ fal o o ‘: I
NCRRIE ."f\""'o’*tﬂfa RIS (oo
NN R Y O RIS ° SRR
C S PLIE
7 Ry




S

S

S

\ S

S

S

S

S

2 - L - ) - ) L
£28 28 £24 13
MBS Cmd HEL S Cm) B Om) 2]
o) )
OO AT Jﬁg 6es @“y/rﬁiuucdg,
W0 St iy L7t ST
W . .
ol L k2w (5247 Qut 210l s s
XX -
00 @}Jlﬁiﬂgﬁ}fif dL{.’iLd/“’zs’/
QM .
RN & e e ber SezSre sy
& 1§ 1§ 2508 p ..._/"Zj‘:L_f(i/
OO .
w0l dlgibd,:iueg_-jl(fc)f(i gd .,._/‘{5‘}(!/
X .
00 Lot stz s e el 55 s
O/
RN @f/rwéuucuudw &;d‘ui/ i e
P
,:!‘ 2l pbss p Sl e bty g o
#
00 L ,len/gL/”/ Lﬁjdicf‘?ﬂn/"t‘-*f/
X )
00 /;u/ L7 et Oolops
O/ .
OO Qe sy cff/r't'c'éuubﬂbr'tal:.
,':!‘ q b e Ok /,’L?'Luule(:}wb
) b Flles o & 2T
00]] U233 0 87 L7 el bl
O/
':; N nliuguf;f(‘!/ J[JL’)EIHI?/
i.:!t o Plies dlgrfb;(j'wdi&.ir'i 0
= = s £ - &
S T ORI O
;é‘@:o:# (63R52) (E3RS52) (2

3 9 9




428 N & o L4
Deser s DS N
QLN BN e P ERDY
0 & > & > & = iIks
o G
XX Qs o drplonide P
‘:! : Jl;nLﬁr‘i’/ 6?)&095@”67‘)&&%1{(‘?/ : !:’
00 . e 8
tol colorp  rppelondindefo bery o,
X J - Do
00 gdﬁ;i’/ 633’10"/‘1;4:;:):[6!“1[.2’))'1&1‘{(’3’/ (0
Q4 ) 0
R f-}"”/"” S, Sl B dioat sy M
W q ﬂb(&lz.‘.dj’igm&lgﬂdufeﬂi@rfﬂ/ ) U
W ) P 06
0l U)o ST A, || o
XX . ) oK
00 Wo0) oS A esibalor [
04 . 0
e Ll sl it der, 2K
W Lrreelosd” 4o
W 06
w0l dﬁJ)g(fjgg-%dﬁJJ?a,gliu,_v»f/ 0o
X o
00 @f/ﬂiuul&&r (e
QO H L Op
':; N J/,Jf/»-"-"cbzb;'zf/ . ":'
ol Lo loi Y00
O() . 100
00 | L—ff/r’l‘f’ét)ubdlﬂ; 0o
X _ DESS
00 :«L‘ff»lcffr'f/J/ 00
! . ) 0
X QS s P
W :3/'1.-'“}&;@}:;(?/ W
by o
S\ ST '—--»sv v»s.v o ey
T D o T D T Ty D It Ft Ty
= (RI2) (R (S5
X7 R S0y NE3S




Index

oY =T o
.10

Translator’s Note i e

Foreword ..

First Chapter e ————— Cebeereer e te e ne e erean
The Chain of Transmission {Sanad) of the Ziarat and Its Text........ccoecevvvennnen.
Ziarat of Aalay Yaseen (Urdu/English Translation and Arabic Text)................

8

w12
.14

14
14

The Chain of Transmission (Sanad) of the Ziarat and the Narration of Ibn al-

MaShRAi..ceeiieic e
Clarification of the Chain of Transmission:.......cccccvveiieerrien e
Commentary: The Complete Text of the Narration! .......ccocevevvvcrieeervennsnnns
Is this Ziarat from the words of the Imam (peace be upon him) or from the
words of his emissary (safir)?...

a7

18
28

29

Turning to Allah through the Ahl al- Bayt (peace be upon them) and dlrectlng

attention toward them .. .
The Imams (peace be upon them) are "Wajhullah" (the Face of Allah]
"Wajhullah" in the Ziarat of Amir al-Muminin (peace be upon hlm}.............
Second Chapter: The Stations of Imam al-Mahdi (may Allah hasten his noble
reappearance) in the DiVINe PreSeNCE .....civevvervverrrerrrnresseesssnersssnsssssssssssrnsssenns
(1) Salamun 'ala Aalay YaSEEN ......cccivcviveivieeieeessisrece e re e
The interpretation of "Aalay Yaseen” in Shia SOUICeS ........cccveerveereesieerennns
Apparent Meaning vs. Textual Narration (Ta'arud al-Zahir wa al-Nass).........
Clarification of the Apparent Meaning and the Narration.......c.ccccooveeveinenns
Can both meanings be reconciled? ..........cccvveeiiiniiiincc e

.35

.39
40

42
42

43
44
46

48
Prophet llyas (peace be upon him) after Prophet Sulayman (peace be upon
49

Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) and the mention of Prophet llyas (peace

be upon him)...
(2) As-Salamu alayka ya da'iya Allahi wa rabbanlwa ayatlh ..........................
Does everyone have the right to call people to Allah (Da'wah ilallah)?.........

.50

54

Calling to Allah (Da'wah ilallah) is conditional upon Divine permission (idhn)
...54

The false foundation upon which Islamic movements were established ......
The caliphates and movements established upon this doctrine....................
The false concept of leadership of Islamic movements .........cccoceevieeccicnnenn,

55
55
56




The self-invented principle of leadership of Islamic movements...................57

No one has the right to call people to Allah except by His permission..........58
Clarification of those who are worthy of calling to Allah .. SN - ¢
To whom did Allah grant permission to engage in armed struggle (gital)? ...63
Who is the true recipient of the spoils of war (fay')?.......cccceveeevririeeeriiennnnnn .63
Who is not entitled to engage in armed struggle?.........cccceccvveeiiiiriiceccnnnenn .64
The true callers to Allah (al-D’awat ilallah).......ccocceveievceiecerceieeeceereenen. .68
The universal call (da'wah) of Imam al- Mahdl (may Allah hasten h|s noble
FEAPPEATANCE) ..eieerreerseetereeseestereeseessereeseessereenssnsesaensssseseansssemsesnssasmsesnsssnsen 71
The station of one who calls to Allah the Exalted ..........ccevvevveveeciiiiiiicinnn 72
(3) Peace be upon you, O caller to Allah and the divine instructor (rabbani) of
His signs. . - et A D
Al- Rabhanlwun al- Rabblwun and al-Alim al-Rabbani......ccccevvvirerivennnenn. 76
The meaning of the "Signs of Allah" (Ayaat-Allah)... R RN || )
The types of the Signs of Allah and the types of those who recite them ...... 81
The types of the Signs of Allah:. e 82
(4) Peace be upon you, O Door of AIIah and the upholderfexecutor (dawan)
OF HiS TEIIBION. : .. cinusonin iinesvinn rusus sumssusenmsiss siisinsinsis inss sisasasan sonss simassnsn sdesssian snns oD
The meaning of Imam al- Mahdl (peace be upon hlm} belng the "Door of
Allah" (Babullah)... cereeennn 87

Showing arrogance (takabbur) toward the Ahl al Bayt (peace be upon them]l
is equivalent to showing arrogance toward Allah! ..., 90




Foreword

Peace be upon you and may God's mercy and blessings be upon you.

Love of books and reading plays a crucial role in the development of
nations. The manner in which this hobby has made its place in the nations
of the world, our nation still has to work hard. However, it is also very
important to state that various institutions have started working in this
regard. This series of motivational studies under the name of "Gohar e
Hikmat”, is one such humble effort so that Interest in study can be
developed in the nation.

Green Island Youth Forum aims to promote the love of reading among
children and young people. Continuing this initiative, this booklet is based
on the valuable scholarly work “Sharh Ziyarat Aal-e-Yaseen” by renowned
researcher Sheikh Ali Al-Kourani (R.A.). Ziyarat Aal-e-Yaseen is not merely
a Ziyarat, but a covenant of devotion and allegiance to Imam-e-Zamana
(peace be upon him), which every lover of the Imam should understand,
recite with awareness, and strive to live by. To encourage thoughtful
reading, this booklet also includes questions that readers can explore and
answer during their study.

In order to maintain the element of reflection in the study, some
questions are given in the form of short booklets so that the focus
remains on getting the answers to these questions during the study.

Considering the interest of young people, boys and girls up to the age of
12 years have been declared eligible to join this program and at the same
time men and women of all ages are eligible to participate in this
program.

I am sincerely grateful to the respected Maulana Syed Hashim Abbas Zaidi
and Maulana Qamar Ali Lilani for taking full responsibility for this project
and completing this challenging task with great dedication, elegance, and
excellence.

(8]




| pray to Almighty Allah to increase their ability and success, and to
include us all among the devoted supporters of Imam-e-Zamana (peace
be upon him).

Wassalam (Peace be upon you)

Maulana Ghulam Raza Roohani

[9]




Translator's Note

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. All praise
belongs to Allah, Lord of all worlds, and peace and blessings be upon our
master Muhammad and his pure progeny, and perpetual curses upon
their enemies until the Day of Recompense.

This book which is in your hands is a commentary on the Ziarat of Aalay
Yaseen a valuable scholarly endeavor by the renowned researcher and
gnostic, Shaykh Ali al-Korani (may Allah have mercy on him). Every line of
this Ziarat opens the door to creed (aqgidah), wilayah, ma'rifah (divine
recognition), hujjiyyah (proof of authority), raj'ah (return), and a living,
heartfelt connection toward the Imam of the Time (may peace be upon
him). This is not merely a Ziarat; rather, it is a covenant of wilayah (oath
of allegiance), which every lover of the Imam of the Time (may Allah
hasten his noble reappearance) needs to read with understanding and
embody in life.

The honor of rendering this commentary into the Urdu language has been
bestowed upon this humble servant so that these luminous concepts may
penetrate the hearts of Urdu-speaking readers. During the translation,
efforts were made to preserve the savor of meanings in the Arabic text,
the comprehensiveness of Twelver Shi'a beliefs, and the gnostic prose of
the author (may Allah have mercy on him).

This humble servant's name is Abdullah Itrati merely a student (of sacred
knowledge). If this humble service awakens in any seeker of the Imam
(the one awaiting his reappearance) a deeper connection with the Imam
(peace be upon him), or becomes a means for him to advance one step

[10]




further on the path of ma'rifah of the Imam, then that will be my greatest
success.

On this occasion, | extend my deepest gratitude to the driving spirit of
Turabi Publications, respected Farhan bhai, who honored this insignificant
servant by selecting him for this great purpose. May The Master - Maalik
(Allah) increase his successes further.

And our final call is that all praise belongs to Allah, Lord of all worlds, and
all praise belongs to Allah for having guided us to this, and we would not
have been guided had not Allah guided us.

Today, Sunday, 3rd Muharram ul-Haram 1447 AH corresponding to June
29, 2025

[11]




Foreword

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of all worlds, and peace and blessings be
upon our master and Prophet, Muhammad (peace be upon him and his
progeny), and upon his pure Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), especially
upon our Imam, the Awaited Mahdi (peace be upon him) may our lives
be sacrificed for him.

To proceed: Approximately one-quarter of the Muslims in the world
believe in the existence of Imam al-Mahdi al-Maw'ud (peace be upon
him), and hold the conviction that he is in occultation (ghaybah) and, by
the command of his Lord, is operating alongside Prophet Khidr (peace be
upon him) and the unseen armies of Allah, until Allah the Exalted
manifests him, and he will fill the earth with justice and equity just as it
had been filled with oppression and tyranny.

Many believers remember him daily through the Ziarat (visitation
supplications) which they have learned from their scholars and from the
Imams (peace be upon them). These Ziaraat include sending salutations
upon the Imam (peace be upon him), mentioning his attributes and
stations, and requesting that he grant the visitor (zair) his pleasure,
prayers, and intercession (shifa'ah).

Among their famous Ziyaraat is the "Ziarat of Aalay Yaseen," which is
given this name because it begins with the words "As-Salamu 'ala Aalay
Yaseen" and by "Aalay Yaseen" is meant the Family of Muhammad (peace
be upon him and his progeny).

Some believers requested that | write a commentary (sharh) on this
Ziarat, so | have composed this brief booklet, focusing in it more on
meanings rather than on words (lexical analysis), for this is more
beneficial for the general public.

[12]




Here it is necessary to point out that the eloquence and rhetorical
mastery (fasahah wa balaghah) of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them)
is exemplary, for they, along with their forebear, the Most Chosen Prophet
(peace be upon him and his progeny), are among the most eloquent
beings who have ever spoken in the Arabic language. They possessed
complete command over the Arabic language and arranged its words like
gems with their blessed hands.

The Ziarat of the Imams (peace be upon them) constitute a field that the
scholars of literature have not sufficiently recognized, even though it is an
expansive domain worthy of deep contemplation. Among these Ziyaraat,
it is necessary to mention in particular the Ziarat al-Jami'ah, which was
dictated by Imam Ali al-Hadi (peace be upon him) and whose themes
resemble those of the Ziarat of Aalay Yaseen.

May Allah the Exalted cause us to benefit from the love, the Ziarat, and
the intercession of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny)
and his Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them); indeed, He is the All-Hearing,
the Accepter of prayers.

This book was composed in the holy city of Qom.
Ali al-Korani al-Amili
2" Sha'ban al-Mu'azzam, 1434 AH

[13]




First Chapter

The Chain of Transmission (Sanad) of the Ziarat and Its

Text

This Ziarat has been narrated by Allama al-Tabarsi (may Allah have mercy
on him) in his book Al-lhtijaj, and its text is as follows:

Ziarat of Aalay Yaseen (Urdu/English Translation and

Arabic Text)
Urdu/English Translation Arabic Text
Peace be upon Aalay Yaseen Eanli T e

Peace be upon you, O caller to Allah and
the divine instructor of His signs!

ST 8554 cpis a2

Peace be upon you, O Door of Allah and
the executor of His religion!

5 &8 3ab1 QG UELIZ 250!

Ng

Peace be upon you, O Vicegerent
(Khalifah) of Allah and the helper of His
truth!

NIRRT RHUEA L

-

Peace be upon you, O Proof (Hujjah) of
Allah and the guide to His will!

d.);i)b..l:sd.uia%b&;i;jﬁﬂ

Peace be upon you, O reciter of the
Book of Allah and its exegete (mufassir)!

D254 B B LA 2

Peace be upon you, O the Remaining
Proof (Bagiyyatullah) of Allah on His
earth!

w5t sabi iz Gaizte 25

Peace be upon you, O the covenant of
Allah which He took and made firm!

NATPIRIR LA ]

I
A el
LIV Y

Peace be upon you, O the promise of
Allah which He made certain!

ARACS P U 0A]

[14]




Urdu/English Translation

Arabic Text

Peace be upon you, O the sign that was
appointed, O the knowledge that was
sent down, O the succorer and the vast
mercy a promise that cannot be denied!

oyt 21a0 G iz 2l
s g /isf,z s 23, 27 The
A3 515 (Qypad)l adall 3

L r E
1.7,
PRGN E]

Peace be upon you when you sit, and
peace be upon you when you stand!

- F o -
PIARC L

P P
5wt 2T
PR SICTICHES

Peace be upon you when you recite and
expound!

2 2 27 P -
L

Peace be upon you when you pray and
perform qunut (supplication in prayers)!

» 225
et

“ i - Ko -
KXY SATTRO UL SR

Peace be upon you when you bow
(ruku') and prostrate (sujud)!

’ s )‘/”,{./ AN
W;f&y%%ﬁwi

Peace be upon you when you say takbir
and tahlil (Declaration of the Oneness of
God)!

p!:!,.’.;’:’g.’.q > ’.!:’t’;t’ﬁ 1

Peace be upon you when you praise
(hamd) and seek forgiveness (istighfar)!

- -
”:"/’,:n

«? - - f‘
W}M%%}Mi

Peace be upon you when you enter the
evening and when you enter the
morning!

s s A e a T B
?‘:s; " 4 /‘]:I;}\l H

Peace be upon you, at night when it
covers, and at daytime when it shines
bright!

a5 eRa0 ) el 38 2
REH]

Peace be upon you, O entrusted Imam
(al-lmam al-Ma'mun)!

&yl sy itz e

Peace be upon you, O the one from
whom hopes are expected!

AT O AN

Peace be upon you, with all salutations
of peace!

AL etz I SN
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Urdu/English Translation

Arabic Text

| bear witness that Amir al-Mu'minin is
the Hujjah (Proof), Hasan is the Hujjah,
Husayn is the Hujjah, 'Ali ibn al-Husayn
is the Hujjah, Muhammad ibn Al is the
Hujjah, Ja'far ibn Muhammad is the

Hujjah, Musa ibn Ja'far is the Hujjah, Ali
ibn Musa is the Hujjah, Muhammad ibn
Ali is the Hujjah, All ibn Muhammad is
the Hujjah, Hasan ibn Ali is the Hujjah
and | bear witness that you (O Imam al-
Mahdi) are the Hujjah of Allah

/,i’ﬁ!/ -3 /’uﬁ’,dz -
&F) M! u....ad'r

s 2o
|’. @~ f’, 22, “.
2. - 3
‘“:v ] /:EI ‘

- 2Eop - »
f f{' i 19 ﬁr /

wi =

;mw,ﬂ%f&f&@ﬁj
Q;;)s‘m..w' AR I

)-'(,;

z&i/ ’..G"’}’ﬁfs/ . n»
ma»_m

Peace be upon you, O the First and the
Last, and indeed your return (raj'ah) is
the truth, in which there is no doubt, on
the Day when the faith of a soul will not
benefit it if it had not believed
beforehand, or had not earned some
good in its faith.

s sdssTiodi
Blolel pigyiag g ddy
ek

And indeed death is the truth, and Nakir
and Munkar (the two angels who
guestion the deceased in the grave) are
the truth.

And | bear witness that resurrection and
raising (nashr wa ba'th) are the truth,
and the path (sirat) and the watching
post (mirsad) are the truth, the scale
(mizan) and the reckoning (hisab) are

the truth, Paradise and Hell are the
truth, and the promise and the threat

regarding them are also the truth.

£r_2%
!

sao,mi’g:bm Togdls
U)-H-”J ‘u?:La)..J‘ijaJi
Sz Eaoliadis

Flagbessl s
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Urdu/English Translation Arabic Text

O my Master! Wretched is the person &-;'&-‘:-:“5%’&&-"'0-‘05-3 A"
who opposed you, and blessed is the .
person who obeyed you. ;ﬁ;l.bi

So bear witness to what | have made
you a witness over: | am your friend
(wali) and | dissociate myself from your
enemy. So the truth is whatever you

85605 iz Aigdl e ied
PR A AN T

have approved, and falsehood is VLT P,

’ RREASAA PRI
whatever you have disapproved, the - dbL,J g >
good (ma'ruf) is what you have L’-”G‘,ﬂjcm"’”1Lau,”’H,

commanded, and the evil (munkar) is
what you have forbidden. My soul ‘Mséé-jghbm,a@.;; Mr..m.p

believes in Allah, the One without any >
. 2 - P - 4
partner, and in His Messenger, and in ‘%45‘-”3&6[{3 ‘éj,.s-")-gﬁ‘“d‘.g‘:

-

Amir al-Muminin, and in the Imamsof || - - . s s
] Gy Samys” | s L e 3P @ -
the believers, and O my Master! | (..(J,,Tc "‘bf‘%‘%yi%{i’

believe in all of you, from the beginning L.
’ E] 01
to the end. ‘:Lf: ?

£ . (- ,”20,1 n,,{/
And my support is prepared for you, and aa)s 55as ‘PQ“"""LV‘”’
my love is pure for you®. r‘b

The Chain of Transmission (Sanad) of the Ziarat and the
Narration of Ibn al-Mashhadi

This Ziarat is from our Master, the Righteous Successor (al-Khalaf al-
Saleh), the Master of the Time (Sahib al-Zaman) (peace be upon him), as
narrated by Muhammad ibn Jafar al-Mashhadi (may Allah have mercy on

him) in his book Al-Mazar (page 566):

Fiv/rgEu’
[17]




Clarification of the Chain of Transmission:

1

This Ziarat was narrated to us (lbn Jafar al-Mashhadi) by al-
Shaykh al-Ajall (the most eminent scholar), al-Faqih (the jurist),
al-Alim (the scholar), Abu Muhammad, Arabi ibn Musafir al-
Abbadi (may Allah be pleased with him), who recited it in his
house in Hilla al-Sayfiyyah in the year 573 AH.

Similarly, al-Shaykh al-Afif (the pious, the chaste, and the
dignified), Abu al-Baga, Hibbatullah ibn Nama ibn Ali ibn Hamdun
(may Allah have mercy on him) also narrated this at the same
location.

Both of them narrated this Ziarat from al-Shaykh al-Amin (the
trustworthy, the reliable, the honest), Abu Abdullah, al-Husayn
ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Tahhal al-Migdadi (may
Allah have mercy on him), who narrated it in the sacred shrine of
Amir al-Muminin, Ali ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him) in Najaf
al-Ashraf, at the place known as al-Tarz al-Kabir, during the last
ten days of the year 529 AH.

He narrated this from al-Shaykh al-Ajall (the most eminent, the
dignified, the lofty in rank), the honored and revered al-Mufid,
Abu Ali al-Hasan ibn Muhammad al-Tusi (may Allah be pleased
with him), who narrated it in Najaf al-Ashraf during the last ten
days of the year 509 AH.

He said: My father, the dignified and great scholar, Abu Jafar
Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Tusi (may Allah be pleased with him),
narrated to us the hadith.

He narrated from Muhammad ibn Ismail,

He narrated from Muhammad ibn Ashnas al-Bazzaz,

He said: Abu al-Husayn Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya al-
Qummi informed us,

He said: Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Zanjawayh al-Qummi narrated to
us the hadith,

(18]




10. He said: Abu Jafar Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Jafar al-Himyar
narrated to us the hadith,

11. He said: Abu Ali al-Hasan ibn Ashnas said, and Abu al-Mufaddal
Muhammad ibn Abdullah al-Shaybani informed us that Abu Jafar
Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Jafar al-Himyar informed them and
granted them permission to narrate all the narrations that he had
narrated, that there issued from the Sacred Side (al-Nahiyyah al-
Mugaddasah) from the Imam of the Time (may Allah protect him)
after questions, prayers, and turning in attention, this (Ziarat);
And its beginning is:

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

Why do you not understand the command of Allah and why do you not
accept His friends (awliya)? This is a complete wisdom,

- 2 Hs ” { - . ’& - .
na Y 2350 533G 455 s
and neither the signs nor the warnings
benefit those who do not believe

And peace be upon us and upon the righteous servants of Allah. So, when
you wish to turn to Allah the Exalted through us and direct your attention
toward us, then say, as Allah the Exalted has said: Peace be upon Aalay
Yaseen

This is the manifest virtue, and Allah is the possessor of great bounty, for
the one whom He guides to His straight path. Adopt this manner of
addressing (the Imam):

Urdu/English Translation Arabic Text

Indeed, Allah has bestowed upon you, O T P
Aalay Yaseen, His caliphate (khilafah), and EanGT Gl ST 33

granted you the knowledge of the courses of s PR
His command (the laws and systems), and @‘Ef‘fdi"""f')f’ i
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Urdu/English Translation

Arabic Text

whatever He has ordained, decreed, and
willed in His dominion, He has made it all
manifest to you, and you are its treasurers
and its witnesses. And you are its scholars
and trustees, the guides of the servants, the
pillars of the cities, the judges of the divine
commands, and the gates of faith.
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And from this divine decree is that the
means of giving and bestowal are through
you; its implementation is absolute and
binding, so there is nothing among His
decrees that is not through you and to
which the path is not through you. His
pleasure is a blessing for the friend of you,
and His vengeance is displeasure for the
enemy of you. So there is neither salvation
nor refuge except through you, and there is
no room for turning away from you. O the
seeing eyes of Allah! O the bearers of His
knowledge! And O the centers of His
oneness (tawhid) in the earth and the
heavens!
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And you are, O Proof of Allah and His
Remaining Sign, the completion of His
blessing, the inheritors of His Prophets and
His Caliphs, of whatever we have found in
our time. And you are the master of the
return (raj'ah) according to the divine
promise, in which the rule of truth will be
established, the time of our joy will come,
and Allah's victory and honor and exaltation
will be granted to us.
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Urdu/English Translation

Arabic Text
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Peace be upon you, O elevated sign! O sent-
down knowledge! O succorer and vast
mercy! And O the promise that is never

false.
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Peace be upon you, O the seeing and the
hearing! Those whose covenant is under
Allah's watch, whose pledge is in Allah's
hand, and whose sovereignty is established
by Allah's power.
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You are the wise one whom emotional bias
does not affect, the generous one whom
zeal (ghayrat) does not make miserly, and

the knowledgeable one whom fervor does

not cast into ignorance.

Your struggle in the path of Allah is the
manifestation of Allah's will, and your
warfare in the path of Allah is the reality of
Allah's vengeance.

Your patience in the path of Allah is the
mirror of Allah's forbearance, and your
gratitude is the means of increase in Allah's
blessings and His mercy.
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Urdu/English Translation

Arabic Text

Peace be upon you, O those who are under
Allah's protection! Allah has poured down
light before you, behind you, to your right,
to your left, above you, and below you.
Peace be upon you, O those hidden in
Allah's power! Allah has illuminated your
hearing and sight.
Peace be upon you, O the guaranteed
promise of Allah! And O the covenant of
Allah which He took and made firm!
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Peace be upon you, O caller to Allah and the
divine instructor of His signs!

Peace be upon you, O Door of Allah and the

judge of His religion!
Peace be upon you, O Vicegerent of Allah

and the helper of His truth!

Peace be upon you, O Proof of Allah and the

sign of His will!

Peace be upon you, O reciter of the Book of
Allah and its interpreter!

Peace be upon you, in every moment of

your night and day!
Peace be upon you, O the Remaining Sign of
Allah on His earth!
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Urdu/English Translation

Arabic Text
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Peace be upon you when you stand, peace
be upon you when you sit, peace be upon
you when you recite and clarify its
meanings, peace be upon you when you
pray and perform qunut, peace be upon you
when you bow and prostrate, peace be upon
you when you seek Allah's refuge and
declare His glorification (tasbih), peace be
upon you when you say ‘la ilaha illallah’ and
raise the ‘takbir’, peace be upon you when
you offer praise (hamd) and seek forgiveness
(isteghfar), peace be upon you when you
magnify and laud Allah, peace be upon you
when you enter the evening and when you
enter the morning, peace be upon you at
night when it covers, and at daytime when it
shines bright, peace be upon you in this
world and the Hereafter!
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Peace be upon you, O Proofs of Allah and
our guardians! O our leaders and Imams! O
our masters and mawlas! Peace be upon
you!

You are our light, and you are our station
and means (wasilah) at the time of our
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Urdu/English Translation

forgiveness, and all our deeds.

Arabic Text
prayers, and you are our refuge in our \lg 245 (7 22480 e,
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Peace be upon you, O center of hopes, O
Imam!
Peace be upon you, with all aspects of
peace!

I make you a witness, O my Master! Indeed,
| bear witness that there is no god but Allah,
He is One, He has no partner, and
Muhammad (peace be upon him and his
progeny) is His servant and His Messenger,
and there is no beloved except the
Messenger of Allah and his Ahl al-Bayt
(peace be upon them).

And | bear witness that Amir al-Muminin
(peace be upon him) is the Proof of Allah,
Hasan (peace be upon him) is the Proof of
Allah, Husayn (peace be upon him) is the
Proof of Allah, Ali ibn al-Husayn (peace be
upon him) is the Proof of Allah, Muhammad
ibn Ali (peace be upon him) is the Proof of
Allah, Jafar ibn Muhammad (peace be upon

him) is the Proof of Allah, Musa ibn Jafar
(peace be upon him) is the Proof of Allah, Ali
ibn Musa (peace be upon him) is the Proof
of Allah, Muhammad ibn Ali (peace be upon
him) is the Proof of Allah, Ali ibn
Muhammad (peace be upon him) is the
Proof of Allah, Hasan ibn Ali (peace be upon
him) is the Proof of Allah, and you (Imam al-
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Urdu/English Translation Arabic Text
Mahdi, peace be upon him) are the Proof of || . . . : ¢t 57,5
Allah, and all the Prophets are callers to your G0 U

guidance and guides to rectitude and right fLqui,m..%-C..»f’ 2552
direction.
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You are the First, you are the Last, and to s azpliss s ﬁ‘ 2%
you is the ultimate return of all affairs. And || . |\ < z:.4. .%.. 5

indeed your return (raj'ah) is the truth, in Vi ‘J""v

which there is no doubt, on the Day when || : 4.7, et
"the faith of a soul will not benefit it if it had 1U6PJ L.J!L-.ufu..a
not believed beforehand, or had not earned LQJL,M X1 f:}_j

some good in its faith'" .
| bear witness that death is the truth, and i;&;iﬁi&f,n &l

Munkar and Nakir are the truth, and being
raised from the graves is the truth, and
resurrection on the Day of Judgment is the
truth, and the path (sirat) is the truth, and
the watching post (mirsad) is the truth, and
the scale (mizan) is the truth, and the
reckoning (hisab) is the truth, and Paradise
and Hell are the truth, and through them
the reward of promise and threat is the
truth.

Indeed, your intercession (shafa'ah) is the
truth, you will not be rejected, nor can you
be preceded before Allah's will, for indeed
you act by Allah's command.
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And to Allah belongs mercy and the most
exalted word, and in His hand is the best
outcome, and His Proof is the greatest

blessing. He created the jinn and mankind
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Urdu/English Translation

Arabic Text

for His worship, and He willed from His
servants His worship, so some became
wretched and some became blessed.
Indeed, wretched is the one who opposed
you, and successful and blessed is the one
who obeyed you.
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O my Master! Bear witness to what | have
testified before you, and preserve it for me,
so that | may die upon this belief, be raised

upon it, and stand before Allah upon it, as

your friend, dissociating myself from your
enemy, hating the one who bore enmity
toward you, and loving the one who loved
you.

So the truth is whatever you have approved,
and falsehood is whatever you have
disapproved, and the good (ma'ruf) is what
you have commanded, and the evil (munkar)
is what you have forbidden, and the decisive
judgment is what your will has determined,
and what is erased is what your tradition
(sunnah) has erased.
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So there is no god but Allah, He is One, He
has no partner.

Muhammad (peace be upon him and his
progeny) is His servant and His Messenger.
Ali, Amir al-Muminin (peace be upon him) is
His Proof (Hujjah).
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And you (Imam al-Mahdi, peace be upon
him) is His Proof, and all of you are the
Proofs of Allah and His luminous signs.

Urdu/English Translation Arabic Text
Hasan (peace be upon him) is His Proof. T T
Husayn (peace be upon him) is His Proof. m""‘“’d‘
Ali ibn al-Husayn (peace be upon him) is His ‘@MU
Proof.
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His Proof.
Jafar ibn Muhammad (peace be upon him) is A:‘S-.;-&fa’.f-’
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O my Master! | am delighted and joyful with
the allegiance (bay'ah) which Allah took
from me on the condition that | wage jihad
in His path the same allegiance by which He
purchased the lives of the believers. So my
soul believes in Allah and in you all (peace
be upon you), in your first and your last. My
support is prepared for you, my love is pure
for you, and my dissociation from your
enemies that is, the people of obstinacy and
contention is established and firm, in
accordance with the promise of your
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vengeance.
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Urdu/English Translation

Arabic Text

I am the sole friend (wali), and may Allah,
who is the True God, make me so Amin,
Amin.
| have no one besides you to whom | may
turn and to whom | may cling. So preserve
me in that through which | have drawn near
to You. O Allah's protection, veil, and

blessing! Help me, seize me, join me to s £ s %
NT - a L ¥
Yourself, and do not separate me. Y "J",‘tf':*“‘,’‘L":(,""t-“:"’ﬁ1

O Allah! | beseech You through the means
and proximity of these beings.

O Allah! Send blessings upon Muhammad
and the progeny of Muhammad, and keep
me joined to them, and do not sever my
connection with them. O Allah! Protect me
through Your Proof, and Your peace be upon
Aalay Yaseen.
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O my Master! You are the exalted station
and the means (wasilah) before Allah who is
your Lord and my Lord.

the questions of al-Himyari (may Allah have

[28]

Commentary: The Complete Text of the Narration!

This is the complete text of the Ziarat according to the narration of lbn al-
Mashhadi (may Allah have mercy on him). He specified that he omitted

mercy on him) and the




answers of the Imam (peace be upon him), although it would have been
better if he had transmitted them in full, because they are also part of this
same message and they clarify the meaning of the reproach mentioned
in the opening phrases of the Ziarat, such as:

ErkilD 3l 936,885 41,23
"Why do you not understand the command of Allah and why do you not
accept His friends (awliya)?"

This sentence certainly came in response to those who had raised some
doubts or objections.

We have complete trust in the authenticity of the chain of transmission
and the trustworthiness of the narrators, which is strong from
Muhammad ibn al-Mashhadi (may Allah have mercy on him) all the way
to the last narrator, lbn Jafar al-Himyari (may Allah have mercy on him).
However, we perceive some deficiency in this manuscript, which may be
the result of a scribe's (nasikh) error perhaps more than one copyist
(nassakhun) made alterations to it. For this reason, we find ourselves
compelled to pause and refrain from passing judgment on some of the
supplications narrated after this Ziarat.

Is this Ziarat from the words of the Imam (peace be upon
him) or from the words of his emissary (safir)?

It could be assumed that the text of the Ziarat is from the words of Imam
al-Mahdi (peace be upon him), and upon this assumption, the objection
cannot be raised as to how the Imam (peace be upon him) could himself
teach Muslims his own Ziarat? This is because the Holy Prophet (peace be
upon him and his progeny) and the Imams (peace be upon them) also
taught the Muslims how to address them and how to recite Ziarat for
them. There is nothing surprising in this, because he (the Imam) is
infallible (ma'sum) and does not speak from his own desire.
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However, in our view, the more preponderant (rajeh) opinion is that only
the answers to the questions are from the Imam (peace be upon him),
while the text of the Ziarat is in the words of the Imam's emissary (safir),
Husayn ibn Ruh (may Allah be pleased with him); because al-Himyari (may
Allah have mercy on him) used to correspond with the Imam (peace be
upon him) through him, and some of the answers were dictated by him
(the emissary).

Al-Hurr al-Amili (may Allah have mercy on him) said in his book Wasa'il al-
Shi'ah (Volume 20, page 31):

"Know that Shaykh al-Tusi (may Allah have mercy on him) narrated in the
book Al-Ghaybah all the questions of Ishaq ibn Ya'qub (may Allah have
mercy on him) and their answers from Imam al-Zaman (peace be upon
him), which were narrated through a group of narrators. Similarly, he
narrated all the questions of Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Jafar al-
Himyari (may Allah have mercy on him) from Imam al-Zaman (peace be
upon him), which were narrated through a group of narrators from Abu
al-Hasan Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Dawud (may Allah have mercy on
him). Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Dawud stated: | found this in the
handwritten manuscript of Ahmad ibn Ibrahim al-Nawbakhti, which was
dictated by Abu al-Qasim Husayn ibn Ruh (may Allah have mercy on him),
and he mentioned these questions just as al-Tabarsi (may Allah have
mercy on him) narrated them."

Shaykh al-Tusi (may Allah have mercy on him) said in his book Al-Ghaybah
(page 373):

"A group of narrators narrated to us from Abu al-Hasan Muhammad ibn
Ahmad ibn Dawud al-Qummi (may Allah have mercy on him). He said: |
found in the handwritten manuscript of Ahmad ibn Ibrahim al-Nawbakhti,
which was dictated by Abu al-Qasim Husayn ibn Ruh (may Allah have
mercy on him), written on the margin of a book, in which were recorded
the answers and questions that were sent from Qum. Among them, the
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question was asked: Are these the answers of the Faqih (the Jurist, i.e.,
the Imam, peace be upon him), or are they the answers of Muhammad
ibn Ali al-Shalmaghani? Because it is narrated from him that he had said:
'These answers were given by me."' So, in response to their question, it
was written on the margin of the book:

'In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful: We have
reviewed this writing and its contents, and all of it is our answers. There
is no involvement in it of this accursed one, the misguided and the
misguider, known as al-Azragiri (Muhammad ibn Ali al-Shalmaghani) may
the curse of Allah be upon him."

Here we see that Husayn ibn Ruh (may Allah have mercy on him) said
"Jawabuna" (our answer), which encompasses either that these are
written in the Imam's (peace be upon him) own hand and are his words,
or that they are transmitted in meaning from the Imam (peace be upon
him) by his command, and the trustworthiness of this transmission rests
upon Husayn ibn Ruh (may Allah have mercy on him).

There is nothing surprising in the fact that a great and exalted scholar like
Husayn ibn Ruh (may Allah have mercy on him), who was the special
deputy (na'ib) of the Imam (peace be upon him), was commanded by the
Imam (peace be upon him) to answer certain issues and was given the
authority to teach the Shia the Ziarat of the Imams (peace be upon them).

This possibility does not diminish the value and worth of the Ziarat of
Aalay Yaseen, especially when its eloquence and rhetorical mastery
(fasahah wa balaghah) are harmonious with (resemble) the speech of the
Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them). Even if it were from the dictation of
Husayn ibn Ruh (may Allah have mercy on him), he was so pious that he
would not say anything about religion and the stations of the Prophets
and Imams (peace be upon them) which he had not heard, either
verbatim or in meaning, from Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him).

A clear proof of this is the incident narrated below:
[31]




Shaykh al-Saduq (may Allah have mercy on him) narrated in llal al-Shara'i
(Reasons for the Laws) - Volume 1, page 241 the following incident:
"Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishaq al-Taligani (may Allah have mercy on
him) narrated to us. He said: | was present in the service of Shaykh Abu
al-Qasim Husayn ibn Ruh (may Allah sanctify his soul), along with a group
of people, among whom was Ali ibn Isa al-Qasri. During this, a man stood
up and said: | wish to ask you a question."

Husayn ibn Ruh (may Allah have mercy on him) said: Ask whatever you
wish.

The man said: Tell me, is Imam Husayn (peace be upon him) a friend (wali)
of Allah?

Husayn ibn Ruh (may Allah have mercy on him) said: Yes.

He then asked: So was his killer (may the curse of Allah be upon him) an
enemy of Allah?

He said: Yes, he was an enemy of Allah.

The man said: So is it possible that Allah gives His friend (wali) over to His
enemy?

Abu al-Qasim Husayn ibn Ruh (may Allah sanctify his soul) replied to him
by saying:

"Understand my words carefully! Know that Allah the Exalted does not
speak to people directly through observation (mushahadah), nor does He
converse with them face to face. Rather, He sent to them Messengers
from among themselves, who were of their same kind and species, and
were human beings like them. If Allah the Exalted had sent to them a
Messenger of a different kind and form, they would have fled from him
and would not have accepted his words. But when he came from their
own kind, eating and walking in the markets, they said: 'You are just like
us, we will not believe in you until you bring us something that we are
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incapable of bringing the like of, so that we may know that you are special
and possess that power which we do not possess.'

So Allah the Exalted established miracles (mu'jizat) for the Prophets
(peace be upon them), which were beyond the capability of created
beings. Among them were those who brought a flood, and after warning
and the completion of proof (itmam al-hujjah), all the arrogant and
rebellious ones were drowned. Among them were those who were
thrown into fire, and the fire became cool and safe for them. Among them
were those for whom a she-camel was brought forth from a solid rock,
and milk was made to flow from its udder. Among them were those for
whom the sea was split, and springs of water gushed forth from rocks,
and dry wood was turned into a serpent that swallowed their false magic.
Among them were those who, by Allah's command, healed the
congenitally blind and lepers, brought the dead to life, and informed
people of the food stored in their homes. Among them were those for
whom the moon was split into two, and animals spoke to them, such as
the camel, the wolf, and other creatures.

So when they brought such miracles and their nations were incapable of
bringing anything like them, then it was from the decree of Allah the
Exalted, His kindness to His servants, and His wisdom, that He kept His
Prophets (peace be upon them) despite these miracles sometimes
victorious and sometimes defeated, sometimes overpowering and
sometimes overpowered."

Husayn ibn Ruh (may Allah have mercy on him) continued his discourse
and said: "If Allah the Exalted had kept His Prophets (peace be upon them)
victorious and overpowering in every situation, and had not subjected
them to trials and tribulations, then the people would have taken them
as gods besides Allah. And the virtue of their patience and steadfastness
(sabr), which they showed upon afflictions, calamities, and trials, would
never have become manifest.
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But Allah the Exalted made their circumstances like those of others, so
that they would be patient during affliction and trial, and grateful during
prosperity and victory over enemies, so that they would remain humble
in every situation, not arrogant and tyrannical. This makes it clear to the
servants that the Prophets (peace be upon them) also have a God, who is
their Creator and Sustainer, so that they worship Him and obey His
Messengers; so that Allah's proof (hujjah) may be established upon those
who exceeded the limits regarding the Prophets, claiming divinity for
them, or who showed enmity toward them, opposed them, and denied
the truth they brought; so that those who wished to perish might perish
after a clear proof, and those who wished to live might live after a clear
proof."
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So that he who perishes might perish after a clear proof, and he who
lives might live after a clear proof.

Muhammad ibn lbrahim ibn Ishag (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

"The next day, | again presented myself in the service of Shaykh Abu al-
Qasim Husayn ibn Ruh (may Allah sanctify his soul), and | was thinking in
my heart: Was what he had told us yesterday his own opinion? As soon
as | arrived, he himself said to me:"

"0 Muhammad ibn Ibrahim (may Allah have mercy on him)! If | were
thrown from the peak of a mountain, or | fell from the sky and birds
shatched me away, or the wind dropped me into a deep pit, all of this
would be more beloved to me than that | should say something in the
religion of Allah based on my own opinion (ra'y), or express something
from myself. Rather, whatever | have said is taken from the Origin (i.e.,

rrJotn
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the Imam, peace be upon him), and I have heard it from the Proof (al-
Hujjah, peace be upon him)."

This statement indicates the great station of Husayn ibn Ruh (may Allah
sanctify his soul) and reveals the reality that he was aware even of the
hidden thoughts in people's hearts. It also proves that whatever the
emissaries (sufara') of the Imam (peace be upon him) expressed was not
based on conjecture (zann) or ijtihad, but rather was based on knowledge
and certainty (yaqin).

This is contrary to the practice of many authors and compilers of the
present age, who employ analogy (giyas) and conjecture (zann) in matters
of religion, whereas the emissaries of the Imam only spoke that which
they had heard directly from the Proof of Allah (peace be upon him). This
is clear evidence of their trustworthiness (amanah), integrity (diyanah),
and their avoidance of expressing any opinion in the religion of Allah the
Exalted, which also indicates their station of infallibility ('ismah) and
justice (‘adalah).

Turning to Allah through the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon
them) and directing attention toward them

The statement of the Imam (peace be upon him):

8 0 JUS b ks 22 5T
So when you wish to turn to Allah the Exalted through us, and toward us,
then say... means that when you wish to seek intercession (tawassul)
through us (the Ahl al-Bayt, peace be upon them) in the court of Allah the
Exalted, then first praise Allah, then mention our station, and then
supplicate to Allah the Exalted through our means (wasilah).

Narration of Imam al-Baqir (peace be upon him)
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When you desire something and wish to ask your Lord, then perform
wudu and perform wudu well, then pray two rak'ahs (units) of prayer,
and glorify Allah, and send blessings (salawat) upon the Prophet (peace
be upon him and his progeny), and after the concluding salutation
(taslim) of the prayer, recite this supplication:
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"0 Allah! | ask You on the basis that You are the King, and You are
Powerful over everything and Possessor of power, and that whatever
You will, comes to pass.”
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O Allah! I turn to You through the means of Your Prophet M;Jhammad
(peace be upon him and his progeny), the Prophet of mercy. O
Muhammad! O Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his
progeny)! I turn through you to Allah, who is your Lord and my Lord, so
that He may fulfill my need. O Allah! Fulfill my need through the means
of Your Prophet, for the sake of Muhammad (peace be upon him and his
progeny)." Then ask for your need®.

d
-

Narration of Shaykh al-Tusi (may Allah have mercy on him)

Shaykh al-Tusi (may Allah have mercy on him) narrated in Al-Tahdhib
(Volume 6, page 101) as follows:

PLAS X0
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“O/Allah! If | found any means (wasilah) greater bef::)re You than
Muhammad (peace be upon him and his progeny) and his Ahl al-Bayt
(peace be upon them) who are the righteous and pure Imams — | would
have made them my intercessors. So | ask You through the right (haqq)
which You have made obligatory for them, that You include me among
those who possess their ma'rifah (recognition).”

Directing attention toward the Imams (peace be upon them) and turning
to Allah through them

Al-Tawajjuh ilayhim (directing attention toward the Imams) is higher in
rank than al-tawajjuh bihim (turning to Allah through them), because:

e Al-Tawajjuh bihim means that they are a means (wasilah) in the
court of Allah, and in this, their personalities are not given as
much attention.

e Al-Tawajjuh ilayhim means that they are the center of Allah's light
and the manifestations of His Beautiful Names (al-asma al-
husna), as Allah the Exalted has said: "Mithalu nurihi
kamishkatin..." (The likeness of His light is as a niche...)

So, directing attention toward the Imams (peace be upon them) is as a
path and a door to turning toward Allah, not as worshipping someone
other than Allah in place of Allah, as the Nawasib falsely assume.

The Imams (peace be upon them) are "Wajhullah" (the
Face of Allah)

The Imams (peace be upon them) are the beings through whom one turns
to Allah, as it has come in authentic hadiths that the Holy Prophet (peace
be upon him and his progeny) and the Imams (peace be upon them) are

[39]




"Wajhullah" (the Face of Allah), which means that they are the door to
the ma'rifah (recognition) of Allah and His grace (fayd).

In Al-Kafi (1/143), it is narrated: Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) was
asked about the saying of Allah the Exalted:
RPN
Everything will perish except His Face
So the Imam (peace be upon him) said:
Casdpile
What do people say about it?
The narrator said:
Li2s 8 . ,’,' soaz 12
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They say that it means everything will perish except the Face of Allah!

So the Imam (peace be upon him) said:
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Allah is Glorified! They have said a grave thing! In reality, what is meant
by "Wajhullah" (the Face of Allah) is the beings through whom one
comes to Allah!

"Wajhullah" in the Ziarat of Amir al-Muminin (peace be
upon him)

In Kamil al-Ziarat (page 100), in the Ziarat of Imam Ali (peace be upon
him), it is stated:

A/\:J:j '

[40]




S0 I A AR I T PR T G IR A VA e

a3y 5 A5 532 8815 bl Jopt BTSSR A s
| bear witness that, O Wali of Allah and Wali of the Messenger (peace be
upon him and his progeny)! You delivered the message and fulfilled its
right, and | bear witness that you are "Janbullah" (the one close to
Allah), "Babullah" (the Door of Allah), "Wajhullah" (the Face of Allah
through whom one comes to His court), "Sabilullah" (the Path of Allah),
and the servant of Allah and the brother of His Messenger (peace be
upon him and his progeny).

Conclusion:

It is permissible and recommended (mustahab) to supplicate to Allah in
His court through the means of the Imams (peace be upon them).
However, directly directing attention toward them is a higher gnostic
(ma'rifi) station, because they are the manifestations of Allah's light and
the effulgence of His Beautiful Names. This by no means implies that they
are to be worshipped; rather, it means that the most perfect means of
Allah's grace (fayd) is these sacred beings.

This is the reason why we have chosen the text of Al-lhtijaj in this
commentary, because it is concise and sufficient for our purpose.
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Second Chapter: The Stations of Imam al-Mahdi
(may Allah hasten his noble reappearance) in
the Divine Presence

(1) Salamun 'ala Aalay Yaseen

Allah the Exalted has said:
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And indeed llyas was among the Messengers. When he said to his
people: 'Will you not fear (Allah)? Do you call upon Ba'l (an idol) and
leave the Best of Creators Allah, your Lord and the Lord of your
forefathers?' So they denied him, and they will surely be brought (to
punishment), except the chosen servants of Allah. And We left for him (a
mention of honor) among the later generations: 'Salamun 'ala Aalay
Yaseen' (Peace be upon Aalay Yaseen). Indeed, We thus reward the
doers of good. Indeed, he was among Our believing servants.

The recitation (qira'ah) in the Quran is "Salamun 'ala Aalay Yaseen" with
a kasrah on the hamzah (lli Yasin), which is the recitation of most of the
Qur'anic readers (qurra').

While the people of Madinah, the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), and
some other readers have recited it as "Aalay Yaseen" (with a fatah on the
hamzah).

IPF=1rr el
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So if the recitation is taken as "1li Yasin", then its meaning is the Prophet
llyas (peace be upon him), and he is mentioned as "llYaseen."

And if the recitation is taken as "Ale Yasin", then its meaning is the "Ale
Muhammad" (the Family of Muhammad, peace be upon him and his
progeny), because "Yaseen" is one of the names of the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him and his progeny).

The interpretation of "Aalay Yaseen” in Shia sources

In the hadiths of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) as well, "Aalay
Yaseen" has been interpreted as "Ale Muhammad" (the Family of
Muhammad, peace be upon him and his progeny), as has been reported
in various Shia sources:

In Amali al-Saduq (558), a narration from Imam Ali (peace be upon him)
and lbn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) states that by "Aalay
Yaseen" is meant "Ale Muhammad" (the Family of Muhammad, peace be
upon him and his progeny).

In Amali al-Sadugq (622), a debate of Imam Ali al-Rida (peace be upon him)
is narrated, where he asked the scholars present in the court of al-
Ma'mun: "Tell me, who is meant by the saying of Allah the Exalted: 'Ya-
Sin. By the Wise Quran. Indeed you are among the Messengers..." (Ya Sin:
who is meant by 'Ya Sin'?" The scholars replied: "There is no doubt that
by Ya Sin is meant Muhammad (peace be upon him and his progeny)."”
Then Imam al-Rida (peace be upon him) said: "So Allah has bestowed
upon Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad such a virtue, the reality
of which no one can comprehend except the one whom Allah has given
intellect ('agl)."

The proof of this is that Allah the Exalted has reserved the manner of
sending salutations specifically for the Prophets (peace be upon them), as
He has said:
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Peace be upon Noah in the worlds

Peace be upon Abraham
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Peace be upon Moses and Aaron
But Allah has nowhere said "Salamun 'ala Ale Nuh", "Salamun 'ala Ale
Musa", or "Salamun 'ala Ale Ibrahim". Rather, He only said "Salamun 'ala

Aalay Yaseen", and by "Aalay Yaseen" is meant "Ale Muhammad" (the
Family of Muhammad, peace be upon him and his progeny).

In Ma'ani al-Akhbar (122), a narration on the same subject is also
transmitted, in which "Aalay Yaseen" is interpreted as "Ale Muhammad"
(the Family of Muhammad, peace be upon him and his progeny).

Abu Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami narrated that: Umar ibn al-Khattab used to
recite "Salamun 'ala Aalay Yaseen". Abu Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami said: By
"Aalay Yaseen" is meant "Ale Muhammad" (the Family of Muhammad,
peace be upon him and his progeny).

Apparent Meaning vs. Textual Narration (Ta'arud al-
Zahir wa al-Nass)

Allah the Exalted mentioned several Prophets (peace be upon them) in
Surah al-Saffat and sent peace upon some of them. First, while
mentioning Noah (peace be upon him), He said:
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And We left for him (a mention of honor) among the later generations.
Peace be upon Noah in the worlds! Indeed, We thus reward the doers of

good. Indeed, he was among Our believing servants.

Then, while mentioning Abraham (peace be upon him), He said:
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Peace be upon Abraham! Indeed, We thus reward the doers of good.
Indeed, he was among Our believing servants.

Then, while mentioning Moses and Aaron (peace be upon them), He said:
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Peace be upon Moses and Aaron! Indeed, We thus reward the doers of
good. Indeed, they both were among Our believing servants.

Then, regarding llyas (peace be upon him), He said:
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And indeed llyas was among the Messengers. When he said to his
people: 'Will you not fear (Allah)? Do you call upon Ba'l (name of an idol)
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and leave the Best of Creators Allah, your Lord and the Lord of your
forefathers?' So they denied him, and they will surely be brought (to
punishment), except the chosen servants of Allah. And We left for him (a
mention of honor) among the later generations. Peace be upon Aalay
Yaseen! Indeed, We thus reward the doers of good. Indeed, he was
among Our believing servants.

Then He mentioned Lot and Yunus (peace be upon them), but did not
send peace upon them. Finally, while mentioning the Holy Prophet (peace
be upon him and his progeny) and those who denied him, He ended the
surah as follows:
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So turn away from them for a while, and watch, for they too shall soon
see. Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Honor, above what they
describe. And peace be upon the Messengers! And all praise belongs to
Allah, Lord of all worlds.

Clarification of the Apparent Meaning and the Narration

According to the apparent context (zahir al-siyaq), "Salamun 'ala llYaseen"
means peace upon llyas (peace be upon him), because after it comes:

Cnzadid Bolielynd)
Indeed, he was among Our believing servants.

But numerous narrations (riwayat) explicitly state that here "Aalay
Yaseen" means "Ale Muhammad" (the Family of Muhammad, peace be
upon him and his progeny). Here the question arises: If "Aalay Yaseen"
means "Ale Muhammad" (peace be upon him and his progeny), then why

IAF=1ZAse L
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was it not mentioned in Surah Ya Sin and why does it appear after the
mention of llyas (peace be upon him) in Surah al-Saffat?

| say: Yes, this is the apparent meaning of the context, but when the
apparent meaning conflicts with the texts (nusus) of the Infallible (peace
be upon him), then it is obligatory to give precedence to the text (nass)
over the apparent meaning. The reason for this is that the Infallible (peace
be upon him) is the divinely appointed interpreter (mufassir shar'i) of the
Quran, and their words take precedence over our initial understanding,
because they know its meanings better.

For this reason, we have given preference to interpreting "Aalay Yaseen"
as "Ale Muhammad" (peace be upon him and his progeny).
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Can both meanings be reconciled?

Can the word "llYaseen" be used in two meanings, so that it could mean
both "peace be upon llyas" and "peace be upon Aalay Yaseen"? And does
Ilyas (peace be upon him) have any connection to Ale Muhammad (peace
be upon them), because his name is "lliya”, and this same name appears
in the Torah for Imam Ali (peace be upon him)?

This is a possibility, and indeed in the Quran there are examples of a single
word being used in two or more meanings, such as in the saying of Allah
the Exalted:
15063 \E085,45 33203 24850
So Pharaoh and his armies pursued (adwan) them with arrogance and
aggression...

Here "'adwan" means both enmity (‘adawah) and running (pursuing
swiftly). Similarly, Allah the Exalted has said:

Faagehy
Indeed, We have given you al-Kawthar

This verse has come with three meanings:
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1. The progeny (dhurriyyah) of the Messenger of Allah (peace be
upon him and his progeny) the lineage of Fatimah (peace be upon
her)

2. The Pool of Kawthar (Hawd al-Kawthar) on the Day of Judgment

3. Arriver in Paradise named Kawthar

Prophet llyas (peace be upon him) after Prophet
Sulayman (peace be upon him)

Al-Mas'udi mentioned in Muruj al-Dhahab (1/75) that Prophet Ilyas
(peace be upon him) was sent between Prophet Sulayman (peace be
upon him) and Prophet Isa (peace be upon him). Al-Tabari mentioned in
Tarikh al-Tabari (1/325) that Ilyas (peace be upon him) was sent to the
Children of Israel (Bani Isra'il), who used to worship an idol called "Ba'l".

This "Ba'l" appears to be the same one associated with the famous
"Temple of Baalbek" in Lebanon.

Qamus al-Kitab al-Mugaddas (page 144) states that llyas is the same as
"lliya": "This is a Hebrew name, meaning 'My God is Yahweh.' The Greek
form of this name is "llyas", which is sometimes also used in Arabic."

e llyas (peace be upon him) was a great Prophet, sent to the
northern kingdom.

o He was called "al-Tishbi", which indicates that he was born in
"Tishbah", but he lived in "Jil'ad"%.

e His usual clothing was made of wool and he wore a leather belt?.

e He spent most of his time in the wilderness®.
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When Queen "1zabel" (Jezebel) involved her husband and the Children of
Israel in the worship of Ba'l, llyas (peace be upon him) prophesied that
Allah would withhold rain from the Children of Israel.

Later, llyas (peace be upon him) went to the valley of "Karith", where Allah
provided him with food and drink through birds. When the valley dried
up, he went to "Sirfah" (which today is "al-Sarafand" in Lebanon) and
stayed at the house of a widow, where, according to Allah's promise, the
flour and oil did not run out during the famine.

Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) and the mention of
Prophet llyas (peace be upon him)

In the narrations of the Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them)
as well, mention has been made of Prophet llyas (peace be upon him).
Among these, one narration states that Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (peace be
upon him) used to recite a supplication of Prophet llyas in the Syriac
language.

Mufaddal ibn Umar (may Allah have mercy on him) narrates: We arrived
at the door of Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) and were waiting for
permission to enter, when we heard him speaking in a language that was
not Arabic. We thought it was Syriac, then we saw that he began to weep,
so we also wept because of his weeping. Then his servant came out and
gave us permission to enter.

We entered, and | said: May Allah protect you, we wished to seek
permission to be in your service, but we heard you speaking in a language
that was not Arabic, and we thought it was Syriac. Then you wept and we
also wept because of your weeping.

Then the Imam (peace be upon him) said: Yes, | remembered Prophet
llyas (peace be upon him), who was among the ascetic (zahid) Prophets
of the Children of Israel (Bani Isra'il). So | recited the supplication that he

[50]
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used to recite in his prostration (sajdah). Then the Imam (peace be upon
him) began to recite that supplication again in Syriac.

By Allah! We have never heard any giss (Christian scholar) or any jathaliq
(Christian patriarch) speak Syriac with such eloquence as the eloquence
with which Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) recited that supplication.
Then the Imam (peace be upon him) translated the supplication into
Arabic for us and said:

llyas (peace be upon him) used to recite this supplication in his prostration
(sajdah): "O Allah! Will You punish me, even though | endured the thirst
of midday for Your sake? Will You punish me, even though | placed my
face in the dust for Your sake? Will You punish me, even though |
abstained from disobeying You? Will You punish me, even though | spent
my nights in wakefulness for Your sake?" Then Allah revealed to llyas
(peace be upon him): "Raise your head, | am not going to punish you."

Ilyas (peace be upon him) said: "If You have said that You will not punish
me, then even if You do punish me, will | not still be Your servant and You
my Lord?"

Then Allah again revealed to him: "Raise your head, | am not going to
punish you, because when | make a promise, | fulfill it*."

(2) As-Salamu ‘'alayka ya da'iya Allahi wa rabbaniyya
ayatih

The meaning of "Da'wah ilallah" Calling to Allah means:

1. Inviting someone to enter the religion of Allah.
2. Commanding someone to obey the commands of Allah and
forbidding them from disobedience.

ree/ 13’
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Both of these meanings are evidence that the one who is calling to Allah
has the right to command, to prohibit, and to call people to Allah.

Does everyone have the right to call people to Allah
(Da'wabh ilallah)?

The question arises: Who has the right to call people to Allah? Some
people say that this is a natural right (haqq al-fitri) of every human being,
as Allah the Exalted has said:
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And who is better in speech than one who calls to Allah, does righteous

deeds, and says: 'Indeed, | am among the Muslims'?

But this inference (istidlal) is not correct, because this verse is only
praising the one who calls to Allah, not granting this right to anyone.

Calling to Allah (Da'wah ilallah) is conditional upon
Divine permission (idhn)

Allah the Exalted addressed His Prophet (peace be upon him and his
progeny) saying:
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O Prophet! Indeed, We have sent you as a witness, a bearer of glad
tidings, a warner, and a caller to Allah by His permission, and a luminous
lamp.

This verse clearly states that calling to Allah is among the stations of
prophethood (risalah), and this task is only permissible with the
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permission (idhn) of Allah. Similarly, intercession (shafa'ah) is also not
possible without Allah's permission, as He has said:
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Who is it that can intercede with Him except by His permission?

The false foundation upon which Islamic movements
were established

Some people assume that calling to Islam is permissible without any
religious authorization (idhn shar'i), because it is the right and duty of
every Muslim. The basis of their argument is the saying of Allah the
Exalted:
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that you establish the religion

They say that this address is general for all Muslims, just as Allah has said:
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Establish prayer
So if any Muslim struggles for the establishment of the religion, he
automatically acquires the right to lead the ummah, and it becomes
obligatory upon the ummah to pledge allegiance (bay'ah) to him and obey
him.
The caliphates and movements established upon this
doctrine

Upon this same principle, the caliphate of Abu Bakr, Umar, and all the
caliphates that followed, including the Ottoman caliphate, were
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established. Later, the movements that emerged calling for the
establishment of an Islamic caliphate were also based on this same
doctrine.

This doctrine is different from the caliphate of the Ahl al-Bayt
(peace be upon them), because their caliphate was not based on
a general principle but on explicit textual designation (nass) from
Allah and His Messenger (peace be upon him and his progeny).
Based on this same doctrine, when Hasan al-Banna initiated the
Islamic call (da'wah) and founded the "Muslim Brotherhood"
(Ikhwan al-Muslimun), his followers considered him to be the
rightful leader and regarded pledging allegiance to him as
obligatory.

Similarly, when Tagi al-Din al-Nabhani established a party in
Jordan called "Hizb al-Tahrir" (the Liberation Party), whose aim
was the establishment of the caliphate, his followers gave his
leadership a religious status and considered it obligatory to
pledge allegiance to him.

The Wahhabis also make the same claim that their founder,
Shaykh Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab, took steps for the
"establishment of the religion" (igamat al-din) and raised a
movement against the Ottoman caliphate, therefore his
leadership was rightful and pledging allegiance to him was
obligatory.

The false concept of leadership of Islamic movements

Based on this same principle, Abd al-Sahib Dakhil Abu Isaam (may
Allah have mercy on him) founded "al-Da'wah al-Islamiyyah" (the
Islamic Call), which was influenced by the Muslim Brotherhood.
He, like Hasan al-Banna, believed that whoever takes up the
banner of Islamic call (da'wah) automatically becomes entitled to
the leadership of the ummah.
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Abu Isaam (may Allah have mercy on him) held the doctrine that
the leader of the movement or the candidate for the caliphate
should seek benefit from the jurists (fugaha'), but from their legal
opinions (fatawa), he should adopt only that opinion which
serves the interest of the movement or the ummah.

Adopting this same principle, they requested Sayyid Muhammad
Baqir al-Sadr (may Allah have mercy on him) to write "al-Usus al-
Islamiyyah" (the Islamic Foundations), in which he wrote that the
movement would adopt the doctrine that accepts the repentance
of an apostate (murtadd) whether natural (fitri) or national (milli).

The self-invented principle of leadership of Islamic

movements

The leaders of Islamic movements believe that their religious
authority (shar'i status) is established by their own movement
and their own initiative, and on this basis, it becomes obligatory
upon the ummah to pledge allegiance (bay'ah) to them and obey
them.

But the greatest flaw in their doctrine, for which they have no
answer, is this:

1. Did Allah the Exalted command the establishment of the religion
(igamat al-din) without establishing a clear system for it?

Is it possible that Allah the Exalted commanded the ummah to
establish the religion, but did not specify what the method of this
establishment would be, and in whose hands the leadership
would rest?

2. Did Allah the Exalted give the authority of leadership to everyone?
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Does reason accept that Allah the Exalted revealed His religion
and then said that whoever strives to establish it becomes its
leader and His caliph?

Does every person who rises for the "establishment of the
religion" become a representative of Allah?

3. Does this doctrine not open the door to chaos and conflict over
leadership?

If the criterion for leadership is that whoever steps forward
becomes the leader, then this will produce claimants to
leadership in every country, every city, every neighborhood, and
even every household, and there will be a constant state of
conflict and war!

This is precisely why Islamic movements have always been
afflicted with internal differences, leadership disputes, and
factionalism, because they were established on an
unauthenticated (ghayr mu'tamad) principle.

4. |s this not an undesirable belief about Allah the Exalted?

The notion that Allah opened the door of leadership to everyone
is in reality the worst deviation in religion and attributing disorder
and injustice to Allah, which is contrary to Allah's wisdom and
justice.

Would Allah the Exalted have truly created such a disorganized
and unjust system? Never!

No one has the right to call people to Allah except by His
permission

According to the school of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), the right
to call people to Islam is only possessed by the Infallibles (Ma'sumin,
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peace be upon them) that is, the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him and
his progeny) and the Pure Imams (peace be upon them).

In Tahdhib al-Ahkam (6/131), it has come that this right is exclusively for
the Infallible (Ma'sum), because only the Infallible is the being who is free
from oppression toward people and can ensure justice among them. Abu
Amr al-Zubayri asked Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him):
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Tell me about calling to Allah and striving (jihad) in His path is it
exclusively for a particular group of people, permissible only for them
and undertaken only by those who are from among them, or is it
permissible (mubah) for everyone who affirms the oneness of Allah the
Exalted and believes in His Messenger? Does such a person have the

right to call to Allah the Exalted and to His obedience, and to strive
(jihad) in His path?

The Imam (peace be upon him) said:
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meaning this is exclusively for certain people, only they are worthy of it,
and no one besides them is entitled to it

Abu Amr al-Zubayri said:
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Who are those?
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The Imam (peace be upon him) said:

a1 Jed é”Lu 3 agalad)l J2 sl s )G 300 352 bl 1R 260

AL ;I..fu,..x,cwls..uu.; Gl gd)e s5ead 151@@%‘35@;3@&5 Jase
-5l i ‘}:J.Ea."bh}.!:iu @@:S;é@;@ij;;@i@ﬁ jcel.é;:j!

He who upholds the conditions (shara'it) of Allah the Exalted in warfare
(gital) and jihad over the mujahidin he is the one who is granted
permission (ma'dhun) to call to Allah the Exalted. But he who does not
uphold the conditions of Allah the Exalted in jihad over the mujahidin is
not granted permission for jihad, nor for calling to Allah, until he

implements upon himself those conditions of jihad which Allah has
taken from him.

Clarification of those who are worthy of calling to Allah
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| said: "Explain to me clearly, may Allah have mercy on you." The Imam
(peace be upon him) said: "Allah the Exalted has mentioned calling to
Allah (da'wah ilallah) in His Book and has specified for it particular callers
(d’awat), and has established for them ranks (darajat) which serve as a
means of recognizing one another and arguing against one another. So
first of all, Allah the Exalted Himself called to His own essence and invited
to His obedience and the following of His command. Thus He began with
Himself and said:
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And Allah calls to the abode of peace and guides whom He wills to a
straight path.

Then He placed His Messenger (peace be upon him and his progeny) in
this station and said:
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Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and good instruction, and
argue with them in a way that is best.

meaning through the Quran. And whoever calls to something contrary to
the command of Allah and does not call according to His command cannot
be a caller to Allah. Then Allah said regarding His Prophet (peace be upon
him and his progeny):
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Indeed, you guide to a straight path.
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Meaning you call people to Allah. Then He also made His Book (the
Quran) a caller (da'i) and said:
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Indeed, this Quran guides to that which is most straight meaning it calls
to Allah and gives glad tidings to the believers.

Then He also explained who, after the Messenger (peace be upon him
and his progeny), has been given permission to call (da'wah). Thus He
said:
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And let there be among you a group (ummah) that calls to goodness,
enjoins what is right (ma'ruf), and forbids what is wrong (munkar), and it
is they who are the successful ones.

Then Allah the Exalted explained who this group (ummabh) is: They are
from the progeny of Abraham and Isma'il (peace be upon them), those
who dwell in the sanctuary (al-Haram) and have never worshipped other
than Allah. These are the ones who were deemed worthy of the
supplication of Abraham and Isma'il (peace be upon them), and these are
the people of the mosque (Ahl al-Masjid) regarding whom Allah said:
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Allah only desires to remove all impurity from you, O Ahl al-Bayt, and to
purify you with a thorough purification.
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To whom did Allah grant permission to engage in armed
struggle (qgital)?
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Allah the Exalted explained that He only gave the command for qital to
those who fulfill these conditions, as He said:
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Permission (idhn) is given to those who are fought against because they
were wronged, and indeed Allah is able to give them victory those who

were driven from their homes without right, only because they said:
"Our Lord is Allah."
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This is because whatever is in the heavens and the earth belongs to

Allah the Exalted, His Messenger (peace be upon him and his progeny),
and their believing followers who possess these attributes.

Who is the true recipient of the spoils of war (fay')?
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So whatever in the world is in the hands of the polytheists (mushrikin),
disbelievers (kuffar), oppressors (zalimin), and transgressors (fasiqin)
those who oppose the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his
progeny) and turn away from his obedience all of it was the right of
those believers whose attributes the Quran has described, and it was
seized from them through oppression.

So whatever Allah restored to His Messenger (peace be upon him and his
progeny) as “fay"” (spoils of war) is the right of those believers, and Allah
returned to them their right.
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Fay' means all those things that prewously went into the hands of the
polytheists and then came back whether they came into their
possession through conquest or through any other means. So whatever
returns to its original place is called fay'

Who is not entitled to engage in armed struggle?
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And if a person does not fully fulfill the conditions of faith (iman), then
he is an oppressor (zalim), among those who rebel, and it is obligatory
to wage jihad against him until he repents! And such a person is neither
entitled to jihad nor to calling to Allah, because he is not among those
oppressed believers to whom the Quran has granted permission for
gital.
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So every servant should fear Allah the Exalted, and should not fall into
those false hopes from which Allah has forbidden, nor follow those false
narrations that fabricate lies against Allah, because the Quran denies
them and declares disassociation from those who utter them and those
who narrate them.

I say: This hadith clearly states that calling people to the religion of Allah
is in reality a station of vicegerency (niyabah) from Allah the Exalted,
which is not possible without a specific textual designation (nass). It is not
an act that anyone can undertake on his own, as an act of goodness or
personal effort.

From a legal perspective as well, calling to the religion is in reality a matter
of disposing of the rights of people, their lives, and their properties, and
for this the legal permission (idhn shar'i) from the True Owner Allah the
Exalted is required.

This same reality was clarified by Amir al-Muminin (peace be upon him)
in his will to Kumayl ibn Ziyad (may Allah have mercy on him), as narrated
in ‘Tuhaf al-Uqul’ and ‘Bisharat al-Mustafa’. In it, he said:
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O Kumayl! Tell me, if Allah had not sent a Prophet, and there existed on
earth a believing, God-fearing person, would it be correct or incorrect
for him to call to Allah?" "By Allah! It would be incorrect, until Allah the
Exalted appoints him for this task and makes him worthy of it!
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Here, one should reflect on the words of Amir al-Muminin (peace be upon
him): "yunassibahu" (appoints him) and "yu'ahhilah" (makes him worthy).
From these, it becomes clear that calling to Allah (da'wah ilallah) is a
station (mansab) that is not permissible without divine permission.

It is a station that Allah the Exalted grants only to the one whom He
specifically makes worthy of it, so that he may be a true representative of
Allah the Exalted, dealing with people with mercy and compassion, and
not merely desiring leadership. He should not be like those who, in the
name of da'wah, try to make people members of a specific organization
or party, as some members of certain movements do.

For this reason, our jurists (fugaha) have reached a consensus (ijma') that
the religious leadership (al-wilayah al-shar'iyyah) is exclusively for the
Infallible Imam (peace be upon him), and after him, it is for the jurist
(fagih) who possesses all the requisite conditions (jami' al-shara'it). The
authority of the fagih will be whatever the Infallible (peace be upon him)
has designated for him, and no more.

Rather, even followers of other schools of thought (madhahib) have
narrated that the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny)
specifically reserved this right for the most knowledgeable (a'lam) and
most learned (afqah) person of the ummah. The Prophet (peace be upon
him and his progeny) said:
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Whoever attacks people with his ;word and calls them to himself, while
there are among the Muslims those who have more knowledge than
him, then he is misguided and a pretender.

And in Ibn Qudamah's Al-Mughni (2/20), a letter of Ahmad ibn Hanbal is
narrated: "If a person leads the people in prayer (imamah) while among
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them there is someone better than him, then they will always remain in
degradation."”

Also in ‘Tabagat al-Hanabilah’ (1/359), it is stated: "And it is an obligatory
right upon the Muslims that they put forward their best people, the
people of religion and virtue, and those who have knowledge of Allah the
Exalted, who fear Allah the Exalted and are mindful of Him. And in the
hadith it has been quoted:
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If a person leads the people while behind him there is someone better

than him, then they will always remain in degradation.
narrated it in Al-Fath al-Kabir (3/16).

Al-Suyuti also

Also in al-Nawawi's Al-Majmu' (1/41), it is stated: "Imam Malik said: A
person should not consider himself worthy of anything until he has asked
someone more knowledgeable than himself."

Also in Abd al-Razzaq's Al-Musannaf (5/445), it is narrated with an
authentic chain (sahih):
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Whoever calls the Muslims to his own emirate or that of someone else

without consultation, then it is not permissible for you except that you
kill him.

On this basis, it is incumbent upon the Shia Muslims to obtain the
religious authority (shar'i status) for calling to Islam from a marja' who
possesses all the requisite conditions (jami' al-shara'it), otherwise their
action will have no religious validity!

And it is incumbent upon the Ahl al-Sunnah to obtain the religious
authority for their da'wah from the most knowledgeable (a'lam) jurists
(fugaha) of their respective madhahib, and then to obtain the consent

[67]




(bay'ah) of the Ahl al-Hall wa al-Aqgd (the prominent and influential figures
of the Muslims), otherwise their action will have no religious validity!

The true callers to Allah (al-D’awat ilallah)

Al-Salamu 'alayka ya da'iya Allah:

This means that Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him) has been chosen by
Allah the Exalted to call people to Himself. The One who grants this station
and entrusts this responsibility also necessarily grants all the means and
capabilities for calling, such as knowledge and other special attributes.
For this reason, Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him) is called "al-Mahdi"
(the Guided One), because Allah the Exalted provides him with guidance
regarding all things necessary for guiding people.

Similarly, the Twelve Imams (peace be upon them) are also the official
representatives (d’awat) of Allah the Exalted for calling to Him. As
mentioned in the Ziarat al-Jami'ah:
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Peace be upon you, O calling Imams (d’awat), and O guiding leaders
(hudat).

The call (da'wah) of the Imams (peace be upon them) to Allah the Exalted
is a continuation of the call of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him
and his progeny), whom Allah the Exalted commanded to appoint the
Imams as his successors (khulafa). Thus, the Messenger of Allah (peace
be upon him and his progeny) is the greatest caller (da'i) to Allah. As the
Quran states:
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O our people! Respond to the caller of Allah... and whoever does not
respond to the caller of Allah cannot escape in the earth...

Indeed, the Imams (peace be upon them) are the callers to Allah, just as
the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) gave them
the caliphate (khilafah) after him, and the believers in reality call to Allah
with the permission of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and
his progeny) and the Imams (peace be upon them), and of whoever
represents them.

The conclusion is that the greatest callers (d’awat) are the Messenger of
Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny), and after him the Imams
(peace be upon them) who are from his progeny — they too are callers to
Allah. All callers to the religion (d’awat al-din) who have come in various
eras and generations must necessarily obtain permission from this caller
who is authorized by Allah and who calls to Allah.

We read in a letter of Imam Muhammad ibn Ali al-Bagir (peace be upon
him) to Sa'd ibn Abd Allah al-Ash'ari al-Qummi (may Allah have mercy on
him), which is found in Al-Kafi, Volume 8, page 56, where he (peace be
upon him) designates the Imams (peace be upon them) as callers to Allah:
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Indeed, Allah the Exalted has left after every Prophet some remnants of

knowledge (bagiyyat al-'ilm), who call the misguided people to guidance

and endure hardships with them. They hear the call of the caller of Allah
and they call to Allah. So, O servants of Allah! Look at them may Allah
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have mercy on you for they are of high station, even though they are
humiliated in this world. They bring the dead to life through the Book of
Allah, and give sight to the blind through the light of Allah. How many
people slain by the hands of Satan have they brought to life, and how
many misguided and astray people have they guided! They shed their
blood to prevent the destruction of the servants (of Allah). How
excellent are their effects upon the servants, and how evil are the effects
of the servants upon them!

The Imam (peace be upon him) said: "They hear the call of the caller of
Allah" here, "the caller" (al-da'i) refers to the Messenger of Allah (peace
be upon him and his progeny). "They call to Allah" this indicates the
establishment of the station of calling (da'wah) for the Imams (peace be
upon them).

Calling to Allah is a divine (rabbani) station, which is established by textual
designation (nass) upon it, or through the one regarding whom there is
textual designation. Whoever claims this station without textual
designation or permission for him is a liar, just like the one who claims
prophethood (nubuwwah) or imamate (imamah). "The caller to Allah" (al-
da'iilallah) refers to the original caller, so as to distinguish him from those
who call with his permission. For this reason, the saying of Allah the
Exalted:
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And let there be among you a group (ummah) that calls to goodness,
enjoins what is right, and forbids what is wrong.

must be in accordance with this principle, and this command is for those
who have been given permission, or it is a command that they should
seek permission from them.
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As for those who call to Hell (al-naar) in contrast to those who call to Allah,
Allah the Exalted has said:
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And We made them leaders (a' |mmah) who call to the Fire...

Besides these, those who call to other than Allah, Allah the Exalted has
said:
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And do not insult those who call upon other than AIIah, lest they insult
Allah in enmity without knowledge.

Finally, regarding the one who calls to Allah without Allah's permission,
Allah the Exalted has said:
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...and a caller to Allah by His permission...

The universal call (da'wah) of Imam al-Mahdi (may Allah
hasten his noble reappearance)

The imamate of Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him) and his call to Islam
began after the martyrdom of his father, Imam Hasan al-Askari (peace be
upon him). Allah the Exalted granted him authority in his childhood, and
he remained hidden from power, guiding his Shia through his emissaries
(sufara'). He remained in this state for forty-three years, until the major
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occultation (ghaybah al-tammah) occurred, which is also called the
greater occultation (ghaybah al-kubra).

He (peace be upon him) has always been and still is acting according to
the command of his Lord, along with Prophet Khidr (peace be upon him)
and his special companions (may Allah be pleased with them), until Allah
the Exalted grants him permission for his reappearance (zuhur), and then
he will call the world to Islam and establish the divine rule of justice on
earth.

The station of one who calls to Allah the Exalted

Allah the Exalted has said:
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Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The example of His light
is like a niche within which is a lamp, the lamp is within glass, the glass
as if it were a pearly star, lit from a blessed olive tree, neither eastern
nor western, whose oil would almost glow even if untouched by fire.
Light upon light. Allah guides to His light whom He wills. And Allah
presents examples for the people, and Allah is Knowing of all things. In
houses which Allah has permitted to be raised and in which His name is
mentioned...
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This light always resides in the houses of the Prophets and the Imams
(peace be upon them), as the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and
his progeny) said: Anas ibn Malik and Buraydah narrate:
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The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) recited
this verse: "Fi buyutin adhina Allahu an turfa'a" (In houses which Allah
has permitted to be raised). Then a man stood up and said: "O
Messenger of Allah, which houses are these?" He (peace be upon him
and his progeny) said: "These are the houses of the Prophets." Then Abu
Bakr stood up and asked: "O Messenger of Allah! Does this house also
include the house of Ali and Fatimah?" He (peace be upon him and his
progeny) said: "Yes, it is among the best of these houses."

This is an expression of what the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him
and his progeny) said regarding the Thagalayn (the Two Weighty Things):
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(Allah) informed me that these two (i.e., the Quran and the Ahl al-Bayt)
will not separate until they meet me at the Pond of Kawthar (Hawd al-
Kawthar)

The saying of Imam al-Sadiqg (peace be upon him) also indicates the same:
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If there were no Imam on earth, |t would sink.
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This is another expression of the concept of "divine effulgence" (fayd al-
llahi), which states that Allah the Exalted's bounty and gift reach people
on earth through the center of His light that is, the Imam (peace be upon
him).

Considering all this rank and station, we can understand how great the
station of the caller to Allah the Exalted (da'i Allah) is. When you send
someone as your messenger, you choose a person who represents your
best qualities, so that he may make people love you and convey your
message effectively. So how much more will Allah the Exalted, the Owner
of the heavens and the earth, bestow great attributes upon His caller
(da'i), who is chosen to spread His message on earth and convey it to
people!

Certainly, the representative of Allah the Exalted (the religious leader)
must be a personality who is most beloved to Allah and His servants, who
has the greatest capacity to acquire knowledge and understanding from
Allah, who has the ability to understand people and make them
understand, and who knows well the structure of human society and its
laws.

When Allah the Exalted appoints someone as His vicegerent (khalifah) on
His earth and as a ruler among His servants, He necessarily grants him all
the essential means for the success of his mission. The first and foremost
among these means is knowledge of Allah the Exalted and His creation,
knowledge of nature, and all the sciences that humanity needs.

Rather, it has been reported in the narration that Allah the Exalted
inspires the believers with the knowledge they need in their time.

Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said regarding Imam al-Mahdi (peace be
upon him):
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Allah will place knowledge in the hearts of the believers, so that no
believer will be in need of the knowledge of his brother." This is the
interpretation of the verse: ("Allah will enrich each one from His bounty,
and Allah is All-Encompassing, All-Wise.”)

Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said:

Y1 ) 855505 2 P35k 35 00 I ELD
People will not be in need of the light of the sun and the radiance of the
moon, but they will be sufficed by the light of the Imam."

The meaning of this saying is also that they will benefit from the light
provided by the Imam instead of the light of the sun.

(3) Peace be upon you, O caller to Allah and the divine
instructor (rabbani) of His signs.

The friend (wali) and caller (da'i) of Allah is described as "rabbaniyyi
ayatih" (the divine instructor of His signs), meaning that he is the bearer
and guardian of Allah's signs. This means that he possesses the signs and
miracles (ayat wa mu'jizat) of Allah the Exalted. Whenever he feels the
need for them or when Allah commands, Allah the Exalted manifests
these signs through him, accepting the supplication of His friend (wali). It
also means that he is the divine expert and exegete (mufassir) of the signs
of Allah, who explains them to people, and when the occasion arises, he
also requests them from his Lord.
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Al-Rabbaniyyun, al-Rabbiyyun, and al-Alim al-Rabbani

In the Noble Quran, "al-Rabbaniyyun" (the divine scholars) are mentioned
as a description of the scholars who are the trustees of the shari'ah after
the Prophets (peace be upon them). These rabbani scholars are of two

types:

Those who judge according to the truth (haqgq), enjoin what is right
(ma'ruf), and forbid what is wrong (munkar).

Those who fall short and do not forbid sins.
As Allah the Exalted has said:
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Indeed, We sent down the Torah, in which was guidance and light. The
Prophets who submitted [to Allah] judged by it for the Jews, as did the
rabbani scholars and the rabbis (ahbar), as they were entrusted with the
Book of Allah and were witnesses to it. So do not fear the people but
fear Me, and do not sell My signs for a small price. And whoever does
not judge by what Allah has revealed then it is they who are the
disbelievers.

Similarly, in another place He said:
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Why do the rabbani scholars and the rabbis (ahbar) not forbid them
from saying sinful words and consuming unlawful wealth? Indeed, how
evil is what they have been doing.

Imam Ali (peace be upon him) pointed out that the destruction of
previous nations was precisely because when they committed sins, their
rabbani scholars and rabbis did not forbid them. When they continued to
indulge in sins and the scholars remained silent, the punishment of Allah
descended upon them. Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) said:
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The reason for the destruction of those before you was that they would
commit sins, and the rabbani scholars and rabbis would not forbid them
from it. When they persisted in sins and the scholars remained silent,
the punishment descended upon them.

The meaning of this narration is that the rabbani scholars were appointed
by Allah as guardians and trustees of the religion, but among them, some
fulfilled their responsibility while others fell short, for which they became
worthy of reproach and punishment.

For this reason, Allah the Exalted specifically used the term "al-Ribbiyyun"
in the Quran for those believers who fought alongside the Prophets
(peace be upon them) on the battlefield. This is a more specific and more
virtuous description than "al-Rabbaniyyun", because it is used only for
those who are worthy of praise.

As the Noble Quran has said:
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And how many a Prophet fought, and with him fought many rabbiyyun
(devoted men of Allah). So they did not weaken in the face of what
befell them in the path of Allah, nor did they show weakness, nor did
they submit. And Allah loves the patient.

So "al-Rabbiyyun" are in reality the chosen and distinguished group of "al-
Rabbaniyyun", who hold a higher rank in knowledge, sincerity, and
sacrifice for Allah. In the narrations, the description of "alim e rabbani"
(divine scholar) has been used for the Infallible (peace be upon him), who
is even more excellent than a mere rabbani or a mujahid rabbi. As Amir
al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) said:
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People are of three types: a rabbani scholar (alim rabbani), a learner on
the path of salvation (muta'allim 'ala sabil al-najah), and a senseless
mob who follow every voice and sway with every wind. They have
neither sought light from the light of knowledge nor taken refuge in any
firm support.

"Al-Alim al-Rabbani" (the divine scholar) is the one who receives
knowledge directly from the Lord the Exalted. Some have interpreted this
as referring to jurists (fugaha) or narrators (ruwat), but the correct view
is that the fugaha and the believers are themselves "learners on the path
of salvation" (muta'allimun 'ala sabil al-najah), not rabbani scholars.
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This same reality was expressed by Imam Musa al-Kazim (peace be upon
him) to Hisham ibn al-Hakam:
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Knowledge is only obtained from a rabbani scholar (alim rabbani), and
the recognition of knowledge is through the intellect ('aql).

Similarly, Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said:
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Even if the command (amr) goes to the East or the West, by Allah!
Knowledge will only be obtained from the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon

them) upon whom libril descended.

Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him) is rabbani in this latter sense,
because his knowledge is granted by the Lord the Exalted, and this
knowledge is ever-renewing and continuously flowing. Since he is guided
by Allah, his ma'rifah (recognition) encompasses everything that he or
humanity needs. Thus, he is rabbani:

¢ In his knowledge

e In his conduct (suluk)

e And in his being rabbani (divinely instructed) regarding the signs
(ayaat) of Allah
That s, he is the owner, the guide, the bringer, and the expert and
fully aware (khabir) of those signs.
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The meaning of the "Signs of Allah" (Ayaat-Allah)

The "Signs of Allah" (Ayaat-Allah) do not only mean the verses of the
Quran, but also refer to the signs, symbols, proofs (dala'il), and miracles
(mu'jizat) sent down by Allah the Exalted.

The renowned lexicographer (lughawi) Raghib al-Isfahani said in his
dictionary Al-Mufradat:

RS P SN Ty NP K AR NPT ]
Ayat means: a manifest and prominent sign, and its original reality is
that it is everything that is itself manifest but points to another hidden
reality.

According to the more correct meaning, an ayah is a sign that indicates a
reality in a "satisfactory manner" (bi-wajh mugni').
According to the lexicographer Khalil ibn Ahmad, the root of "ayah" is

a'yah" (iéﬁ), in which the alif was changed to ya (sb), forming the word
"ayah" (&T), just like "rayah" (&5;) and "ghayah" (&GL&).

According to Sibawayh, its root was originally "awiyyah" (aéj}. Its plurals
are: Ay, Ayat, Ayay, Aya' (3UT «sLT «S:LTc(sT). This diversity itself indicates
the breadth of the meaning of "ayah."

In the narrations (riwayat), "ayah" has also been used to mean a miracle
or a sign, as comes in the hadith of the Mi'raj (the Night Journey):
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And its sign is that | passed by the caravan :)f Al;u Sufyan, which was at
the spring of such-and-such tribe, and one of their camels had gone
missing.
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Similarly, as a sign of the Khawarij, it has been said:
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Their sign is that among them there will be a black man with specific
marks on his body.

Uses of "ayah" and its plurals in the Noble Quran: Ayah (singular) appears
84 times, Ayat 148 times, Ayatuna 92 times, Ayatuh 37 times, and it has
also appeared in several other forms. This frequency indicates that in the
Quran, the meaning of "ayat" is very broad and has numerous
applications.

The types of the Signs of Allah and their recitation (tilawah): Just as the
Quran has explained the types of ayat, it has also explained how these
ayaat are recited (tutla) to the people.

The types of the Signs of Allah and the types of those
who recite them

Allah the Exalted recites (yatlu) these signs to His Messengers, as He has
said:
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These are the signs of Allah; We recite them to you in truth.

The recitation of the signs of Allah by the Messengers and others: The
Noble Quran clearly states that the Messengers of Allah (peace be upon
them) and other believers besides them also recite the signs of Allah.
These signs serve as proofs (hujjah) upon people and are of various types.
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And send among them a Messenger from themselves, who will recite to
them Your signs...
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...those who assault those who recite to them Our signs.
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Rather, it (the Quran) is clear signs in the breasts of those who have

been given knowledge.

The types of the Signs of Allah:

The Noble Quran has mentioned various types of signs (ayaat):
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Some verses are muhkamat (clear and decisive), whlch are the
foundation of the Book, and some are mutashabihat (allegorical/similar
in meaning).

-edgdgesioly
A Book whose verses have been made firm (uhkimat) then detailed
(fussilat)...
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Then when Our enlightening signs came to them...
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In it are clear signs such as the Station of Abraham (Magam lbrahim)...
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Indeed, he saw the greatest signs of his Lord.

And among these signs, some are specifically for different categories of

people:
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Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the
alternation of night and day, there are signs for people of intellect (uli al-
albab).
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Indeed, in that are signs for those who possess insight (mutawassimin).
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Indeed, in that are signs for a people who reflect (ya'qilun).
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Indeed, in that are signs for every patient and grateful one.
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Indeed, in that are signs for people who believe (yu'minun).
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And We made her (Maryam) and her son a sign for the worlds.

All these signs are for various classes and people of different attributes.
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And the difference in your languages and colors indeed, in that are signs
for those who have knowledge (al-'alimin).

e 35869 ST s

We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves.

Prophet Musa (peace be upon him) was given nine clear signs:
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Indeed, We gave Musa nine clear signs.
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According to the narration, those signs are:
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namely: the flood, locusts, lice, frogs, blood, the stone, the sea, the staff,
and his shining hand.

The meaning of Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him) being the "rabbani
of the signs of Allah" is that: he is the being who recites these signs to the
people, teaches them these signs, explains their interpretation (tafsir),
and he is also the guardian and caretaker (qayyim) of these signs.

(4) Peace be upon you, O Door of Allah and the
upholder/executor (dayyan) of His religion.

This sentence points to the reality that the Door to Allah and to
understanding His religion is the Infallible Imam (peace be upon him), and
through him alone is the correct recognition (ma'rifah) of Allah and
worship (‘ibadah) possible. On the other hand, the Islam of authority
(Islam al-sultah) that is, the religious interpretation shaped by political
influence says: "You can recognize Allah the Exalted through any path, and
you can attain His worship and proximity through any door."

But the school of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) gives a clear and
unequivocal message:

The ma'rifah (recognition) of Allah the Exalted is possible only through
one single path that path is the correct and divine (rabbani) path; all other
paths lead to misguidance (dalalah) and deviation (inhiraf). Those who
sought ma'rifah of God through paths other than that of the Ahl al-Bayt
(peace be upon them) fell into deviations such as tashbih
(anthropomorphism, likening Allah to creation) and tajsim (corporealism:
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attributing a body to Allah), and as a result, they never truly recognized
Allah and continued to worship an imaginary deity.

The followers of authority (ittiba' al-sultah) the scholars and the masses
who follow the ruling power claim: "You can attain the worship of Allah
and His proximity through any path, because 'the paths to Allah are as
numerous as the breaths of creation."

While the school of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) refute this and
say: The correct path is only one, and that is it!

If you wish to recognize Allah, then enter through that very door which
Allah has appointed. And if you wish to worship Him, then walk on that
very path which He Himself has determined.

If you try to enter through any other door or path, you will fall into
delusion (wahm) and will never reach Allah. Because ma'rifah and
worship are only valid according to the method which Allah the Exalted
Himself has commanded. Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (peace be upon
him) said:
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Indeed, the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) is
the Door of Allah through which no one can reach Allah except through
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him, and he is the Path of Allah whoever walks upon it reaches Allah.
Similarly, after him, Amir al-Muminin (peace be upon him) and then
every Imam, one after the other, are this same door and path. Allah the
Exalted made them the pillars of the earth so that it may remain firm in
its place and not collapse upon its inhabitants, and He made them the
pillars of Islam, and the rope of guidance by which one is guided without
clinging to it no one can find guidance. No one is guided except by their
guidance, and whoever turns away from them is misguided only
because he falls short regarding their rights.

These are the trustees (Amana') of Allah regarding the knowledge, the
excuse (udhr), or the warning (indhar) that He has sent down on the earth.
These are the complete proof (hujjah) of Allah on earth. For the last Imam
among them, the same system and blessing applies as for the first Imams.

And no one can reach this station except with the help of Allah.

The meaning of Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him)
being the "Door of Allah" (Babullah)

This title, which has been used for the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him
and his progeny) and the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), has five
important aspects:

1. The Door to the Ma'rifah (Recognition) of God

This is because each one of them is the door to attaining the ma'rifah of
Allah the Exalted and His knowledge. Therefore, the ma'rifah of Allah the
Exalted is only possible through the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him and
his progeny), Imam Ali (peace be upon him), and his pure progeny (peace
be upon them) especially in the understanding of tawhid (monotheism)
and the Quran.

Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him) is the representative, the
continuation, and the explainer of this chain, and he is the caller to Allah,
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the One and the Unique (al-Wahid al-Ahad), just as He has introduced
Himself with this attribute in the Quran.

So when we say: "Al-Salamu 'alayka ya Baballah" it means: "Peace be
upon you, O Door to the ma'rifah of Allah; to that correct and pure
ma'rifah of His Essence and Attributes which is free from falsehood, error,
ignorance, distortion, deviation, and desires."

2. The Door to the Shari'ah and the Teaching of Religion

Another meaning of "Babullah" is that Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon
him) is the only legitimate source for acquiring religious teachings and the
commandments of the shari'ah. Whoever wishes to know the religion,
the halal (lawful) and haram (unlawful), and the commandments after
having belief (iman), it is obligatory upon him to acquire all of this from
Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him) and his forefathers (peace be upon
them), and not from their opponents.

Although Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him) is currently in occultation
(ghaybah), acquiring religious teachings from him is done through his
previous Imams (peace be upon them). And when he reappears (zuhur),
then knowledge will be taken directly and completely from him.

3. The Door to Divine Effulgence and Bounty (Fayd wa 'Ata’ Ilahi)

Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him) is the means of the special bounty
of Allah the Exalted, because he is the Divine Light (Nur Ilahi) that flows
continuously on earth. As the Noble Quran states:
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The example of His light is like a niche within which is a lamp; the lamp
is within glass, the glass as if it were a pearly star, lit from a blessed olive
tree, neither eastern nor western...

4. The Door to Wilayah and the Ma'rifah of the Imam:

"Babullah” also means that it is obligatory to affirm and attach oneself to
the wilayah (guardianship) of the Imam (peace be upon him), because on
the Day of Judgment every person will be called with his Imam:
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On the Day when We will call every people with their Imam...

Therefore, it is necessary for salvation to hold the belief in the imamate
of Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him) and to establish a connection with
him.

5. The Door to Tawassul (Intercession) and Tawajjuh (Turning in
Attention):

Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him) is also the door to turning in
attention to Allah (tawajjuh ilallah), meaning that it is religiously and
legally permissible (ja'iz) to turn to Allah through him and to supplicate
through his means (wasilah).

This same meaning is expressed in the narration:
A U FRST I 3 CRN AT T ARE A N R T3]
When you wish to turn to Allah through us, the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be

upon them), and to turn toward us, then say as Allah the Exalted has
said: 'Peace be upon Aalay Yaseen' this is the manifest virtue (fadl).

Similarly, Imam Muhammad al-Bagqir (peace be upon him) taught:

A
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O Allah! I turn to You through the means of Your Prophet, Muhammad
(peace be upon him and his progeny), the Prophet of mercy. O
Muhammad! O Messenger of Allah! | turn through you to Allah so that
my need may be fulfilled. O Allah! Fulfill my need through the means of

Your Prophet, for the sake of Muhammad. Then state your need.

Similarly, in another supplication it is stated:
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0O Allah flf | found any intercessor (shafi') closer to You tr;an Muhammad
(peace be upon him and his progeny) and his Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon
them), | would have made them my intercessor. So | ask You through the
right (hagqg) which You have made obligatory upon them, that You
include me among those who possess their ma'rifah (recognition).

Showing arrogance (takabbur) toward the Ahl al-Bayt
(peace be upon them) is equivalent to showing
arrogance toward Allah!

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) designated
his progeny (the Ahl al-Bayt, peace be upon them) as the source for
acquiring religion and as a model for the ummabh after him, and he joined
them with the Quran, saying:

v g

fet Mied?
[90]




% 2 ’ - 3.0 ,J . z I3
G0l o A6
I am leaving among you two weighty things (Thagalayn): the Book of
Allah and my progeny my Ahl al-Bayt.

But instead of saying: "We hear and we obey," the Quraysh said: "We
worship Allah, we believe in the Messenger (peace be upon him and his
progeny), and we will take the religion from the Companions (Sahabah),
not from the Ahl al-Bayt!" Whereas Allah the Exalted only accepts His
worship through the path which He Himself has appointed, not through
what man devises on his own.

Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) clearly expressed this:
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Arrogance (takabbur) is the first sin by which Allah was disobeyed." Then

he (peace be upon him) said: "Iblis said: 'O my Lord! Forgive me for not

prostrating to Adam, and | will worship You with such worship that no

£

angel near to You nor any sent Prophet has ever performed!

Allah the Exalted said: 'l have no need of your worship; | want My worship
to be as | wish, not as you wish.’ So Iblis refused to prostrate, and Allah
said:
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Get out of here, you are expelled (rajim). And upon you is My curse until
the Day of Judgment.
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