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Foreword

Peace be upon you and may God's mercy and blessings be upon you.

Love of books and reading plays a crucial role in the development of
nations. The manner in which this hobby has made its place in the nations
of the world, our nation still has to work hard. However, it is also very
important to state that various institutions have started working in this
regard. This series of motivational studies under the name of "Gohar e
Hikmat" which is being published since 2011, is one such humble effort
so that Interest in study can be developed in the nation.

Green Island Youth Forum wishes to make every possible effort to
promote the love of reading among children and young people.
Continuing this initiative, the material for this booklet has once again
been taken from the second part of the book “Wazifat ul Anaam Fi Zaman
e Gaibat e Imam” (meaning: The Responsibilities of People during the
Occultation of Imam-e-Zamana (atfs)). The author of this book is
Ayatullah Al-Hajj Mirza Taqi Al-Mosavi Al-Isfahani. In this book, the author
has explained in an excellent manner the duties and responsibilities of
believers in relation to Imam-e-Zamana (atfs) during the period of
occultation.

In order to maintain the element of reflection in the study, some
questions are given in the form of short booklets so that the focus
remains on getting the answers to these questions during the study.

Considering the interest of young people, boys and girls up to the age of
12 years have been declared eligible to join this program and at the same
time men and women of all ages are eligible to participate in this
program.

(9]




I am very grateful to the respected Qibla brothers Maulana Syed Hashim
Abbas Zaidi and Maulana Qamar Ali Lilani who not only handled this
project completely but with great elegance and finesse.

| pray to God Almighty to increase their ability to perform and include us
all among the followers of the Imam (atfs).

Wassalam (Peace be upon you)

Maulana Ghulam Raza Roohani

[10]




Preface

All praise is for Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and blessings and peace be
upon the Seal of the Prophets, the best of all creation, Muhammad (peace
be upon him and his progeny), and upon his infallible Household (peace
be upon them), especially upon our Imam of the Age, the Seal of the
Successors (may Allah hasten his noble reappearance). May the curse of
Allah be upon their enemies and oppressors until the Day of Judgment.

To proceed: Drowned in an ocean of sins and desires, Muhammad Taqi
bin Abd al-Razzaq al-Musawi al-Isfahani may Allah the Exalted have mercy
upon both of them (father and son) addresses his believing brothers:

This is the second part of the book Wazifatul Anaam fi Zaman Ghaibatil
Imam ("The Duty of Mankind During the Occultation of the Imam"). In it,
I have compiled those acts upon which the believers must consistently act
during the era of the occultation of the Imam of the Age namely, al-Hujjah
ibn al-Hasan al-Askari (may Allah hasten his noble reappearance) and
which they must adopt as the guiding principles of their practical lives.
What | have compiled thus far from reliable Imamiyah sources consists of
more than fifty items. In the first part, | mentioned twenty-five duties
(wazaif), and by the grace of Allah, the Exalted in Majesty, | am presenting
the remainder in this part.

[11]




The Twenty-Sixth Duty: For the Scholars of
Religion to Manifest Their Knowledge and Guide
the Ignorant

It is incumbent upon the scholars to manifest their knowledge, to guide
the ignorant towards the path of guidance, and to protect them from
misguidance by responding to the doubts raised by opponents. And if
they (the believers) fall into any tribulation, they (the scholars) should
deliver them from it, especially in this era when tribulations and
innovations have become widespread. This obligation is extremely
important.

Thus, it is narrated from Imam Muhammad al-Taqi (peace be upon him)
in the Tafsir of Imam Hasan al-Askari (peace be upon him):
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"The one who takes care of the orphans of the Household of
Muhammad (peace be upon him and his progeny) those who are cut off
from their Imam, bewildered in ignorance, and held captive by the devils

and our enemies, the Nawasib by liberating them, guiding them,
dispelling their doubts, and establishing decisive proof against the
opponents, then such people will attain the highest station among the
servants of Allah in His sight. And the superiority they possess is far

NS e
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greater than the superiority of the heavens, the Throne, the Chair, and
the Divine Veils over the earth. Their superiority over a devout
worshipper is like that of the full moon over the hidden stars in the sky."

In a similar manner, it is narrated from Imam Ali al-Naqi (peace be upon

him):
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"If, after the occultation of the Imam al-Qa'im (peace be upon him),
there remain no scholars who call towards him, guide to him, protect
the religion, and save Allah's servants from the snares of Iblis and the
Nawasib, then not a single person on earth would remain steadfast
upon the religion. These very scholars hold the reins of hearts, just as a
ship's captain holds the helm of the ship. They are the most virtuous
people in the sight of Allah."

In Usul al-Kafi, it is narrated from Mu'awiyah ibn 'Ammar, who said:
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"| said to Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him): 'If a person narrates your

Hadith frequently, spreads them among the people, and fortifies the
hearts of the people through your Hadith even to the point of
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strengthening the hearts of your Shia while another person is a devout
worshipper but does not do this, which of the two is superior?' He
(peace be upon him) said: 'The one who narrates our Hadith and
strengthens hearts with it is superior to a thousand worshippers.™

Therefore, in light of these and other similar narrations, it is essential that
every scholar, according to his ability, manifest his knowledge, especially
in this era in which innovations have become widespread.

Thus, in Usul al-Kafi, it is narrated from the Messenger of Allah (peace be
upon him and his progeny):
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"When innovations appear among my Ummah, the scholar must
manifest his knowledge. Upon the one who does not do so is the curse
of Allah."

Also, in the book Al-Fitan (Bihar al-Anwar), the Messenger of Allah (peace
be upon him and his progeny) said to Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon
him):
"o e e B e SIS 130159 5 Syl s Sa 5T e
"O Alil If Allah, the Exalted, guides even one person through you, it is
better for you than everything upon which the sun rises."
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The Twenty-Seventh Duty: To strive earnestly, to
the best of one's ability, in fulfilling the rights of
Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his noble
reappearance) and to avoid negligence in his
service.

In Bihar al-Anwar, it is narrated that Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him)
was asked:

CBIG

"Has the Qa'im (peace be upon him) been born?"

He (peace be upon him) replied:

R LR L AR A SH TR

"No, and if | were to reach his time, | would serve him my entire life."

| say: O believer! Reflect upon the profound esteem with which Imam al-
Sadiq (peace be upon him) speaks of the station of al-Qa'im (peace be
upon him). Therefore, if you cannot become his direct servant, then at
the very least ensure that you do not, day and night, grieve his (AS) noble
heart with your sins. And if you cannot offer honey, then at least do not
offer poison.

‘r"wrr*o:gu')nu_;g‘rrm/wm:,{sﬂ '
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The Twenty-Eighth Duty: To begin supplication
by praying for Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten
his noble reappearance)

When the one who supplicates makes a supplication (dua), he should first
beseech Allah the Exalted to hasten his reappearance, and then pray for
himself. This is not only explicitly present in the Supplication of 'Arafah in
al-Sahifah al-Sajjadiyyah, but it is also a demand of loving the Imam (ATFS)
and fulfilling his rights. Furthermore, some narrations indicate that this
procedure should be followed.

Moreover, there are numerous benefits of praying for the hastening of
the reappearance (ta'jil al-zuhur) of Imam al-Zaman (peace be upon him),
the number of worldly and otherworldly benefits exceeding eighty. These
benefits, along with their proofs and sources, have been mentioned in
Abwab al-Jannat, Mikyal al-Makarim, and indeed in this very book itself.

This point is also rationally clear: a wise person will prioritize obtaining
these tremendous benefits rather than making a supplication for his
personal needs whose acceptance is uncertain. Rather, praying for Imam
al-Zaman (peace be upon him) itself becomes a means for the acceptance
of one's own supplication. Just as sending blessings (salawat) upon
Muhammad and the progeny of Muhammad (peace be upon them) in a
supplication has been established as a means for its acceptance.?
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The Twenty-Ninth Duty: To love Imam al-Zaman
(may Allah hasten his noble reappearance) and
to express loyalty (wila) to him.

In the Hadith of Mi'raj (according to the book Ghayat al-Maram), it is
narrated from the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his
progeny) that he said: Allah the Exalted said to me:

PR I A

"O Muhammad! Do you wish to see them?"

| submitted:
BAIVEES
"Yes, O my Lord!"

Allah said:

e

Advance.

So | advanced, and | saw:
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| saw Ali bin Abi Talib (peace bé upon him), al-Hasan, al-Husayn, Ali bin
al-Husayn, Muhammad bin Ali, Ja'far bin Muhammad, Musa bin Ja'far,
Ali bin Musa, Muhammad bin Ali, Ali bin Muhammad, al-Hasan bin Alj,
and al-Hujjah al-Qa'im (may Allah hasten his noble reappearance). It was
as if they were a shining star in their midst.

(17]




Then | submitted:

C¥5 S5k
"O Lord! Who are these?"

Allah the Exalted said:
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"These are all the Imams of Truth, and this is the Qa'im (may Allah
hasten his noble reappearance). He will establish My lawful (halal) as
lawful and My unlawful (haram) as unlawful, and he will take vengeance
on My enemies. O Muhammad! Love him, for indeed | love him, and |
also love those who love him."

I say: The fact that Allah specifically commanded love for the Qa'im (peace
be upon him), despite the obligation of loving all the Imams (peace be
upon them), indicates that in his love lies a special characteristic and a
hidden secret, befitting the perfections and exalted stations of his sacred
being.

The Thirtieth Duty: To pray for the Imam's
helpers (ansar) and servants (khuddam)

As is mentioned in the supplication of Yunus bin Abd al-Rahman, it is a
recommended (mustahabb) and praiseworthy act to pray for his servants
and helpers.
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The Thirty-First Duty: To curse the enemies

This practice is also clearly established in numerous narrations and
supplications reported from the Imam (peace be upon him) that curses
be sent upon his enemies?.

The Thirty-Second Duty: To beseech Allah to
place us among the Imam's helpers.

As is mentioned in Du'a al-Ahd (The Supplication of the Covenant) and
other supplications, we should pray to Allah that He includes us among
the sincere and loyal helpers of the Imam (peace be upon him).

The Thirty-Third Duty: To pray for the Imam
(peace be upon him) aloud, especially in public
gatherings and assemblies

This is not only from the veneration of the symbols of Allah, but evidence
for its recommendation (istihbab) is also derived from phrases in certain
supplications, such as Du'a al-Nudbah (The Supplication of Lamentation),
which is narrated from Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him).?

The Thirty-Fourth Duty: To send blessings
(durud) upon the Imam's helpers and supporters

This is also a form of supplication, and its mention is found in the
Supplication of Arafah in al-Sahifah al-Sajjadiyyah and other
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supplications, that it is recommended (mustahabb) to send blessings and
prayers upon the Imam's helpers.

The Thirty-Fifth Duty: To perform the
circumambulation (tawaf) of the Ka'bah as a
deputy for Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his
noble reappearance)

| have mentioned the evidence for this in my book Mikyal al-Makarim®.
Therefore, to avoid lengthy detail here, | have refrained from quoting it.

The Thirty-Sixth Duty: To perform the Hajj on
behalf of Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his
noble reappearance)

This is also a highly meritorious act performed as a deputy for the Imam.
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The Thirty-Seventh Duty: To send a deputy on
Hajj on behalf of Imam al-Zaman (may Allah
hasten his noble reappearance)

The evidence for this duty and the one preceding it is the narration
reported in the book Al-Khara'ij*, which | have also mentioned in my book
Mikyal al-Makarim?, and this narration is also found in Al-Najm al-Thaqib.

The Thirty-Eighth Duty: To renew the covenant
(ahd) and pledge of allegiance (bay'ah) with
Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his noble

reappearance) every day, or at every possible
opportunity

According to the statement of lexicologists, the meaning of bay'ah is a
covenant and an agreement upon a matter. A covenant and pledge with
the Imam (peace be upon him) means that a believer verbally affirms and
resolves in his heart that he will completely obey the Imam (peace be
upon him) in all circumstances and will be ready to assist him whenever
he (atfs) reappears.
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As for placing one's hand in the hand of another person and presenting it
as a pledge to the Imam (peace be upon him), this is a misguided
innovation (bid'ah). It is not mentioned in the Qur'an, nor is there any
proof for it in narrations. It is true that in the pre-Islamic era (Jahiliyyah)
and among the Arabs, it was a known custom to shake hands to express
the pledge, and some narrations prove that the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him and his progeny) shook hands with men on the
occasion of taking the pledge. Then, the Prophet (peace be upon him and
his progeny) placed his blessed hand in water and commanded the
women to place their hands in that water so that their pledge would be
expressed.

However, such narrations cannot serve as proof that this action is
permissible in every era, especially during the occultation.

Rather, some narrations indicate that when it is not possible to pledge
allegiance directly to the Imam or Prophet (peace be upon them), verbal
affirmation and heartfelt resolve are sufficient and necessary.

Further clarification of this is found in the narration from Imam
Muhammad al-Bagir (peace be upon him), mentioned in Tafsir al-Burhan:

It is narrated from Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (peace be upon him) that:
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After appointing Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) as his successor,
the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) described
his virtues and said: "O people! Your number is so large that you cannot
all shake my hand. Therefore, Allah the Exalted has commanded me to
take from you all a verbal affirmation (igrar) that you accept the
guardianship (wilayah) of Ali (peace be upon him) and obey the
Imamate of the Imams (peace be upon them) who will come from his
progeny. "So all of you say: 'We hear, we obey, we are pleased and
compliant with that which our Lord and your Lord has conveyed to us
from Him, concerning Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) and the
Imams (peace be upon them) from his progeny.'

Now, if it were permissible to take the pledge (bay'ah) for the Imam
(peace be upon him) by placing a hand in the hand of someone else, then
the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) would have
commanded senior Companions such as Salman (may Allah be pleased
with him), Abu Dharr (may Allah be pleased with him), etc. to do so. But
this was not done, which proves that this pledge is specifically and directly
tied to the Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny) or the Imam
(peace be upon him) himself, like Jihad, which is specific to the time of
the Imam's (ARFS) reappearance.

Furthermore, no reliable narration or book mentions that during the time
of the Imams (peace be upon them), any Shia ever took a pledge by
placing a hand in the hand of a Companion or narrator as a deputy for the
Imam (peace be upon him).
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The Thirty-Ninth Duty: To visit the graves of the

pure Imams (peace be upon them) as a deputy

for Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his noble
reappearance)

Some jurists, such as the Muhaddith al-Hurr al-Amili (may Allah have
mercy on him), have said: It is recommended (mustahabb) to visit the
graves of the pure Imams (peace be upon them) as a deputy for Imam al-
Zaman (may Allah hasten his noble reappearance).

The Fortieth Duty: To scrutinize the false
claimant during the occultation of Imam al-
Zaman (may Allah hasten his noble
reappearance)

Al-Mufaddal bin Umar narrates:
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I heard Imam Ja'far al-Sadiqg (peace be upon him) saying: "For this
Master of the Affair, there will be two occultations. After the first
occultation, he will return to his family. The second occultation will be
such that people will say, 'He has perished, where has he gone?' |
submitted: "What should we do when such a time comes?" He (peace
be upon him) said: "When anyone makes a claim on his behalf, question
him about matters that only a true Imam can answer."

That is, question him about matters beyond the knowledge of ordinary
people, such as asking about the child in the womb: is it a boy or a girl,
and when will it be born? Similarly, revealing the hidden secrets of hearts
which none knows except Allah, and speaking with animals and inanimate
objects, and their testimony to the truthfulness and legitimacy of this
(claimant), as these matters have manifested many times with the pure
Imams (peace be upon them) and are mentioned in detail in books.

The Forty-First Duty: To declare as false any
claimant of specific deputyship (al-niyabah al-
khassah) during the Major Occultation (al-
ghaybah al-kubra)

During the Major Occultation, it is obligatory to declare false anyone who
claims specific deputyship on behalf of Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten
his noble reappearance), as stated in the noble Tawqi' (edict) which is
mentioned in reliable books such as Kamal al-Din* and Al-Ihtijaj?.
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The Forty-Second Duty: Not to specify a time for
the reappearance of Imam al-Zaman (may Allah
hasten his noble reappearance) and to declare
false those who set specific times

Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said to Muhammad bin Muslim:
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"Do not hesitate to declare false anyone among the people who sets a

time for you (i.e., for the reappearance). For we, the Ahl al-Bayt (peace
be upon them), do not set a time for anyone."

In a narration, Fudayl bin Yasar says:
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"l asked Imam Muhammad al-Bagqir (peace be upon him): 'ls there a set

time for this matter (the reappearance)?' He (peace be upon him) said:

'Those who set times are liars, those who set times are liars, those who

set times are liars.' (Imam (peace be upon him) repeated this sentence
three times)."

In the book Kamal al-Din, it is narrated from Imam al-Rida (peace be upon
him):
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Imam al-Rida (peace be upon him) said: "My father narrated to me from

his father, and he from his forefathers, and they from the Noble Prophet
(peace be upon him and his progeny), that he (the Prophet) was asked:
'0 Messenger of Allah! When will the Qa'im from your progeny arise?'

He (peace be upon him and his progeny) said: 'His example is like that of
the Qayamat. None will reveal its appointed time but Allah. It weighs
heavily in the heavens and the earth. It will not come upon you except

suddenly.’

Numerous narrations have been reported on this subject.

The Forty-Third Duty: To practice Taqgiyyah
(dissimulation) towards enemies

The meaning of obligatory Tagiyyah is that a believer refrains from
manifesting the truth when he rationally fears harm to his life, wealth, or
honor. Therefore, in such a situation, it is permissible to outwardly
conform with the people of falsehood, but it is necessary to oppose them
inwardly. In Kamal al-Din, it is narrated from Imam al-Rida (peace be upon
him):
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Imam al-Rida (peace be upon him) said: "He who has no piety has no
religion, and he who has no Taqiyyah has no faith. The most honorable
among you in the sight of Allah is he who practices Tagiyyah the most."
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It was submitted: "O son of the Messenger! Until when is it obligatory?"

He (peace be upon him) said: "Until a known time, and that is the day of

the reappearance of our Qa'im from the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon
them). So, whoever abandons Taqgiyyah before that day is not from us."

Numerous narrations have been reported on the obligation of Taqiyyah.

Moreover, the same emphasis is found in a hadith narrated from Amir al-
Mu'minin (peace be upon him) in the book Al-lhtijaj. In that hadith, he
(AS) said thrice:
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"Beware! Do not abandon Tagiyyah, for in it lies your humiliation and
the danger of your blood and the blood of the believers being spilled..."

Al-Shaykh al-Saduq (may Allah have mercy on him) narrated in Al-Khisal
with a sound chain from Imam Muhammad al-Bagir (peace be upon him)
that: Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) said:
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"The religion stands upon four things?:

1. Ascholar who acts according to his knowledge.
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2. A wealthy person who is not miserly in spending his wealth on
the people of the religion.

3. A poor person who does not sell his Hereafter for the world.

4, And an ignorant person who is not arrogant about acquiring
knowledge.

"So when the scholar hides his knowledge, the wealthy person withholds
his wealth, the poor person sells his Hereafter for the world, and the
ignorant person is arrogant about acquiring knowledge, then the world
will revert backwards (i.e., will decline). Therefore, do not be deceived by
the abundance of mosques and the presence of large numbers of
people."
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It was submitted: "O Amir al-Mu'minin! How should one live at that
time?" He (peace be upon him) said: "Associate with them outwardly,
and oppose them inwardly. For every person is what he has earned, and
he will be with those whom he loves. And along with that, await relief
(farj) from Allah, the Mighty and Majestic."

And there are many narrations on this subject, some of which | have
mentioned in my book Mikyal al-Makarim?.
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The Forty-Fourth Duty: To make sincere
repentance (tawbah) from sins.

Although repenting from sins is obligatory in every era, its importance is
immense in this era of occultation, because our sins are the very cause of
the occultation of Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his noble
reappearance) and its prolongation. Thus, it is reported in Bihar al-Anwar
from Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him), and in the noble Tawqi'
which is narrated in Al-lhtijaj:

SO L
"Nothing restrains us from them (the believers) except that which
reaches us from them which we dislike and do not approve of from
them."

The Meaning of Repentance:

Regret over past sins, a firm resolve to abstain from them in the future,
making up missed obligatory acts, fulfilling the rights of people, melting
away (through toil and struggle in worship) the flesh that has grown on
the body due to sins, and being so engrossed in worship that the pleasure
of sin is forgotten.

These six matters are signs of complete repentance, as is narrated from
Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) in several books.

Therefore, be cautious and do not say: 'Even if | repent, others will not, so
the Imam's (ATFS) occultation will remain and his reappearance will be
delayed.’

| say: Even if the disobedience of everyone is a cause for the Imam's (ATFS)
occultation, at the very least, you should not be among them, for fear that
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your condition might become like that of Harun al-Rashid imprisoning
Imam Musa al-Kazim (peace be upon him), Ma'mun confining Imam al-
Rida (peace be upon him) in Sarakhs, or Mutawakkil imprisoning Imam Ali
al-Naqi (peace be upon him) in Samarra.

The Forty-Fifth Duty: To pray for safety (‘afiyah)
when desiring the reappearance of the Qa'im
(may Allah hasten his noble reappearance)

In Rawdat al-Kafi, it is narrated from Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (peace be upon
him):
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"When any of you desires the reappearance of the Qa'im (peace be
upon him), let him desire it along with safety ('afiyah). For Allah, the
Exalted, sent Muhammad (peace be upon him and his progeny) as a
mercy, and He will send the Qa'im (peace be upon him) as one who

exacts vengeance."

| say: That is, beseech Allah that you witness the reappearance of the
Qa'im (peace be upon him) while being steadfast in faith and protected
from the misguidances of the end times, so that you do not become a
target of his vengeance.
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The Forty-Sixth Duty: To invite people to love
Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his noble
reappearance)

A believer should invite people towards loving Imam al-Zaman (may Allah
hasten his noble reappearance) and the blessings and bounties of his
sacred existence. He should explain his (ATFS) favors and kindness to the

Ummabh, and he himself should perform acts that become a means of
attracting his love.

The Forty-Seventh Duty: Not to let one's heart
harden due to the lengthy period of the
occultation

Allah, the Lord of Might, has said in the Noble Qur'an:
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"Has the time not yet come for those who have believed that their
hearts should become humbly submissive at the remembrance of Allah
and what has come down of the truth? And let them not be like those
who were given the Scripture before, and a long period passed over
them, so their hearts hardened; and many of them are defiantly
disobedient."

In Tafsir al-Burhan, it is narrated that Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (peace be upon
him) said in the commentary of this verse:
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"This verse was revealed concerning the people of the era of
occultation." Then he (AS) said: "Know that Allah will revive the earth
after its death."”

Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (peace be upon him) further clarified:
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"The earth's death means that its inhabitants fall into disbelief (kufr);
and a disbeliever is dead. Allah, the Exalted, will revive the earth
through the Qa'im (peace be upon him). He (ATFS) will establish justice,

granting life to the earth and its dead inhabitants."

It is authentically narrated in Kamal al-Din that Amir al-Mu'minin Ali
(peace be upon him) said:
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"Our Qa'im will have a long occultation. It is as if | see the Shia

wandering like sheep, seeking pasture here and there, but finding
nothing. Beware! He who remains steadfast upon his religion, and
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whose heart does not harden due to the lengthy period of the Imam's
occultation, will be with me in my station on the Day of Resurrection."

Causes of the heart's softness and hardness, and
emphasis on their remedies

| say: O believers! O those who await the Imam (ATFS) of your time! Glad
tidings to your hearts, and coolness to your eyes, from this great good
news which is the greatest of all good news. And strive so that your hearts
remain soft and free from hardness during the era of the occultation of
Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his noble reappearance).

If you say, 'The softness and hardness of the heart are not within our
control,' | would say: Yes, you are correct, but their causes and
prerequisites are within your control. That is, you can perform actions
that purify and soften your hearts, and you can also perform actions that
harden them. Therefore, if you fear the hardness of the heart, then avoid
the matters that cause it, and firmly hold onto those acts that soften the
heart.

As mentioned under the aforementioned verse in Majma' al-Bayan from
the statement of the infallible (peace be upon him):
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"So their hearts hardened, humility vanished, and they persisted in
sins."

Also, it is narrated from Imam Muhammad al-Bagir (peace be upon him):
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"Verily, Allah, the Exalted, does not punish for any sin as severely as He

punishes for the hardness of the heart."

Now, | will point out here some of the matters | have found in the books
of Hadith, mentioning them for my own self and for my religious brothers.
| seek success from Allah, the Exalted.

Matters that soften and purify the heart:

1.

Attending gatherings (majalis) for the remembrance of Imam al-
Zaman (may Allah hasten his noble reappearance); listening to his
(ATFS) virtues, attributes, and stations; and participating in
assemblies of admonition containing the counsels of the Ahl al-
Bayt (peace be upon them). Also, reflecting and pondering during
the recitation of the Noble Qur'an.

Keeping the company of divine scholars ('ulama rabbaniyyun) and
the righteous; sitting in the gatherings of those whose sight
reminds one of God and whose words and actions turn one
towards the Hereafter and create an inclination for good deeds.
Visiting graves.

Remembering death frequently.

Placing a hand of kindness on the heads of orphans; loving them
and treating them with good conduct.

Causes of the Heart's Hardness:

And among the matters that harden the heart are the following:

1.

L

Abandoning the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted.
Consuming forbidden (haram) food.
Keeping the company of worldly people and meeting with them
excessively.
Eating after being full.
Excessive loud laughter.
Thinking excessively about food and drink.
[35]




8.
S.
10.
11.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

That is,

Occupying oneself with useless talk that yields no benefit in the
Hereafter.

Having long hopes (for worldly life).

Not performing prayers at their earliest prescribed time.
Associating with sinners and the wicked (fasiqun).

Listening to speech that is useless from the perspective of the
Hereafter.

Going hunting merely for sport and amusement.

Seeking leadership and positions in worldly affairs.

Going to lowly and vile places.

Excessive socializing with women.

Abundance of worldly wealth.

Abandoning repentance (tawbah).

Listening to music.

Drinking intoxicants and every forbidden thing.

Not attending the gatherings of the people of knowledge.

not participating in those assemblies where topics are discussed

that soften hearts and purify them, such as religious rulings, narrations,
the counsels of the pure Imams (peace be upon them), the circumstances
of Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his noble reappearance), and the
verses of the Qur'an especially when the speaker is one whose actions
correspond with his words. For at that time, his speech has a profound
effect on the hearts of the listeners.

Thus, Imam Ali al-Rida (peace be upon him) said:
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"Whosoever sits in a gathering where our cause (the religion) is revived,
his heart will not be dead on the Day when all hearts are dead."
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Summary

Make your hearts soft and guard against the hardness of the heart; for if
the heart becomes hard, admonition has no effect upon it, and man
becomes deprived of the mercy of Allah, the Exalted.

The Forty-Eighth Duty: Consensus and unity
regarding supporting Imam al-Zaman (may Allah
hasten his noble reappearance)

It is necessary for the hearts of the believers to be united and in harmony
with one another, and to pledge loyalty (ahd) for the support of Imam al-
Zaman (peace be upon him) and for fidelity to his covenant. Regarding
this, it was stated in the noble Tawqi' (edict) issued from his Eminence al-
Hujjah (may Allah hasten his noble reappearance) to al-Shaykh al-Mufid
(may Allah have mercy on him) and narrated by the great religious scholar,
al-Shaykh Ahmad ibn Abi Talib al-Tabarsi (may Allah have mercy on him)
in the book Al-lhtijaj:
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"If our followers were to unite their hearts for fidelity to our covenant,
with obedience to Allah the Exalted, the felicity of meeting us would not

be delayed for them, and they would soon attain the good fortune of
our visitation."
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The Forty-Ninth Duty: To diligently fulfill
financial obligations.

The timely fulfillment of financial rights such as Zakat, Khums, and the
Imam's (ATFS) share is essential, and although this is obligatory in every
era, it has particular importance during the era of occultation. In the very
same noble Tawqi', Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his noble
reappearance) instructed:
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"And we enjoin you... Whoever among your religi;)us brothers fears
Allah and delivers what is obligatory upon him to the one who deserves
it, he will be protected from tribulations and misguided trials. And
whoever acts miserly and does not deliver the bounty Allah has given
him to those whom he has been commanded to deliver it to, he will be a
loser in this world and the Hereafter."

Note

It is necessary to know that among the financial rights is also the duty that
every person, once a year, presents some wealth as a gift (hadiyyah) in
the service of Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his noble reappearance).
This is a separate, established practice apart from the obligatory Khums
of the Imam; because Khums has specific conditions and expenditures,
whereas this act, i.e., giving a gift, is general. Whether the giver is poor or
rich, it is incumbent upon him in all circumstances to present something
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annually for Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his noble reappearance),
expressing his love and allegiance.

The narration from Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) through al-
Mufaddal ibn Umar (reported in Bihar al-Anwar and al-Burhan) states: Al-
Mufaddal ibn Umar says:

f1dale g cgwu;ex‘:i;,a cﬁwu‘éitjécawugp);u@;ijdw&:
One day, | was present in the service of Imam Ja'far aI-Sadia (peace be
upon him). | had some wealth with me, and | placed it before him.
BRI A VERRE:
| submitted: 'This is a gift (tuhfah) from your loyal followers and servants
(mawali).'
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The Imam (peace be upon him) said: 'O Mufaddal! I do not accept this
wealth because | have a need for it, but | accept it so that the givers may
attain purification through it.'
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Then he (peace be upon him) said: 'l heard my father (Imam al-Baqir,
peace be upon him) saying: "He for whom a year passes without him
sending us something from his wealth, be it little or much, Allah, the
Exalted, will not look upon him with mercy on the Day of Resurrection—
unless Allah Himself forgives him."

Then he (peace be upon him) recited the noble verse:
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'Never will you attain the good (reward) until you spend [in the way of
Allah] from that which you love...!

Second Narration: On another occasion, regarding the verse, Imam Ja'far
al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said:
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"Those who join that which AIIah has commanded to be joined..."

Then he (peace be upon him) said:

-
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"This refers to the annual financial gift for the Imam (peace be upon
him), be it little or much."

Then he said:
(BT PPrR T SR
-Haganl s
"I desire all this for your purification."
Third Narration: Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said:
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Do not abandon maintaining ties (silah) with the Progeny of Muhammad
(peace be upon them) through your wealth.
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Let the rich give according to his capacity, and the poor also give
according to his capacity.
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And whoever desires that Allah fulfill his needs, let him give from his
wealth to the Progeny of Muhammad (peace be upon them) and their

Shia at the time of their greatest need.

Fourth Narration: As reported in the book al-Fagih: Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq
(peace be upon him) said:
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"A dirham that reaches the Imam is superior to one thousand dirhams
(i.e., one million) spent in the way of Allah."

| say: | saw in a dream a noble personality saying:
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"The reward of a believer who gives something as a gift to the Imam
(peace be upon him) during the era of occultation is a thousand times
greater than what one gives in the era of the Imam's reappearance."

A narration in the fifty-first duty will be mentioned, which supports this
dream.

It is no secret that in this era, while our Imam (peace be upon him) is
behind the veil of occultation, the wealth presented to his service by a
believer should be spent in a manner that would earn his (ATFS) pleasure.
For example: Such wealth should be spent on printing books related to
the Imam (peace be upon him), or on holding assemblies and gatherings
where his virtues and character are mentioned, or it should be presented
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as a gift to his lovers. Similarly, it is better to spend this wealth by
prioritizing the most important matters. And Allah knows best.

Another important financial right: Maintaining ties of kinship (Silah
Rahem): This encompasses keeping good relations with relatives, helping
one's neighbor, even lending them household necessities such as utensils,
lamps, etc., or gifting them inexpensive items if they are in need, such as
salt, spices, and the like.

The Fiftieth Duty: Murabatah (Guarding the
Frontiers)

Know that Murabatah is of two types:

The First Type: This is what the jurists have mentioned in the book of
Jihad. It means that a believer resides in the frontier regions (thughur),
tying his mount near the disbelievers, so that if the disbelievers intend to
attack the Muslims, he can warn them or defend against their attack. This
act, whether in the time of the Imam's (ATFS) presence or the era of
occultation, is considered a strongly recommended (mustahabb
mu'akkad) act, as mentioned by the eminent scholar (may his soul be
sanctified) in Al-Irshad, and by “Shaheed e Thani” (the Second Martyr,
may his soul be sanctified) in Al-Rawdah.

It is narrated from the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his
progeny):
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"The deeds of every deceased person are sealed, except for the one who
is a guard (murabit) in the way of Allah. His deeds continue to increase
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until the Day of Resurrection, and he is protected from the trial of the
grave."

Another hadith, narrated in Al-Jawahir with reference to Al-Muntaha,
states:
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"Spending one night guarding a horse in the way of Allah is better than a
month of fasting and praying at night."

For the first type of Murabatah (guarding the frontiers), there are two
conditions:

1. Residing in the frontier region: This residence is for the purpose
of protecting the Islamic lands and the law (Shari'ah) of the Best
of Creation (peace be upon him and his progeny) from the attacks
and transgressions of the enemies. For this reason, the scholars
have stated that if a person cannot personally reside in that place,
it is obligatory for him to appoint someone else in his stead.

2. Duration of residence: As mentioned in Al-Irshad and other
books, the minimum period for Murabatah is three days, and the
maximum is forty days. If someone resides for longer than this
period, he will be counted among the Mujahideen (those who
struggle) and will receive the reward of one who wages Jihad in
the way of Allah.

The Second Type: Murabatah for Awaiting the Reappearance of the Imam
(peace be upon him).

This is the Murabatah in which a believer keeps his horse and weapons
prepared for assisting the Imam (peace be upon him) at the time of his
reappearance. This Murabatah is not dependent on a specific time or
place; rather, it is permanent and constant. Regarding its virtue, it is
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narrated in Rawdat al-Kafi from Abu Abdullah al-Ju'fi (may Allah be
pleased with him) that he said:
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Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Ali al-Baqir (peace be upon him) asked me:
"For how many days is Murabatah observed in your region?" | submitted:

"Forty days."

He (peace be upon him) said: "But our Murabatah is perpetual. Whoever
keeps his mount prepared for us, the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them),
he will have a reward equal to its (mount) weight and double its weight,
for as long as it remains with him. And whoever keeps weapons ready for
us, the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), he will also have this reward for
as long as it remains with him."

Then he (peace be upon him) said: "Do not despair, not once, not twice,
not three, and not four times.
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Our and your example is like that of a Prophet (peace be upon him) among
the Children of Israel, whom Allah, the Exalted, commanded to call his
people to fight, and gave glad tidings of victory. He called the people, they
gathered, but they retreated without fighting. Then they were
commanded again, they called again, but the situation remained the
same. Then Allah, the Exalted, said: 'Either fight, or the fire (i.e., Hell).' So,
the Prophet (peace be upon him) submitted: 'O Lord! Fighting is more
beloved to me than the fire.'

So, he called, and three hundred and thirteen individuals, equivalent to
the companions of Badr, answered the call and set out, and Allah granted
them victory, even though they neither struck with a sword nor threw a
spear."

In explaining the statement "Our Murabatah is perpetual (Ribat al-Dahr),"
Allamah Majlisi (may his soul be sanctified) said:

That is, it is obligatory upon the Shia to bind themselves in obedience to
the rightful Imam (peace be upon him) and in awaiting his reappearance,
and to remain ready at all times to assist him.

Furthermore, regarding the statement "He will have a reward equal to its
weight...," he (Allama Majlisi) said:

This means that the person daily becomes deserving of a reward
equivalent to the charity (sadagah) of double the weight of that mount in
gold and silver... or that he receives double the reward. And Allah knows
best.

Other narrations have also been reported on this subject, which | have
mentioned at the end of the second part of my book Mikyal al-Makarim®.
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The Fifty-First (51%) Duty

This is to pay special attention to adopting noble qualities, choosing
virtuous character, fulfilling acts of obedience and prescribed worship,
and avoiding those sins and transgressions from which the sacred Law
(Shari'ah) has prohibited. For observing these matters during the era of
the Imam's (ATFS) occultation is far more difficult than during the era of
his reappearance. This is because tribulations have greatly increased, and
those who spread misguidance the atheists and those who cast doubt
among the believers have become numerous. In relation to this, a noble
prophetic hadith states that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him
and his progeny) said to Amir al-Mu'minin Ali (peace be upon him):
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"0 Ali! Know that the people with the most astonishing faith and the
highest degree of certitude will be those who live in the end times. They
will not have seen the Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny),
and he will be veiled from them, yet they will believe in black writing on
white paper (i.e., the Qur'an and hadith)."

In Bihar al-Anwar, it is narrated from Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him)
that he (AS) said:
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"Whoever wishes to be among the companions of the Qa'im (peace be
upon him) must be a Muntazir (one who awaits), adopt piety, and live
with good character while he is in a state of awaiting. So, if he dies in
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this state and the Qa'im (peace be upon him) arises after him, he will be
given the same reward as the one who will be with the Qa'im (peace be
upon him) at the time of his reappearance."

Furthermore, in Al-Kafi, it is narrated from Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon
him) that he (AS) said:
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"Whoever among you performs an obligatory prayer on time,
completely, while hiding from his enemy in seclusion, Allah, the Mighty
and Majestic, records for him the reward of twenty-five obligatory
prayers. And whoever among you performs a recommended (nafilah)
prayer on time and completes it, Allah, the Exalted, records for him the
reward of ten nafilah prayers. And whoever among you does a good
deed, Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, records for him twenty good
deeds. Moreover, Allah, the Exalted, multiplies the good deeds of a
believer when he perfects his deeds, practices Taqiyyah to protect his
religion, his Imam (AS), and his life, and controls his tongue by many
times. Verily, Allah, the Exalted is Most Generous."

Allah, the Highest, says in the Noble Qur'an:
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"And do not insult those they invoke other than Allah, lest they insult
Allah in enmity without knowledge."

If someone says, 'In this era when our Imam (peace be upon him) is in
occultation, how do we protect him through Taqgiyyah?'

The answer is that most of the time, Taqgiyyah is not observed where it
should be. Consequently, insulting speech about the Imam (peace be
upon him) occurs in front of enemies, they utter inappropriate words, and
repeating these words becomes possible for them, which leads to a lack
of protection for the Imam (peace be upon him). Therefore, abandoning
Tagiyyah is, in reality, equivalent to not protecting his (AS) sanctity. Just
as Allah, the Exalted, commanded in the Qur'an not to insult the enemies’
objects of worship, lest they insult Allah, the Exalted. Numerous
narrations have been reported on this subject.

The Fifty-Second (52"Y) Duty

This is to recite the Supplication of Lamentation (Du'a al-Nudbah), which
is related to Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his noble reappearance).
This act is to be performed on Fridays, the days of Eid al-Ghadir, Eid al-
Fitr, and Eid al-Adha, with attention, humility, and weeping, as mentioned
in Zad al-Ma'ad.

The Fifty-Third (53") Duty

This is to consider oneself, during the days of Friday which are specifically
associated with the Imam (peace be upon him) as his guest, and to recite
for his visitation (ziyarah) the words mentioned by Sayyid Ibn Tawus (may
his soul be sanctified) in his book Jamal al-Usbu":
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"Peace be upon you, O Proof of Allah on His earth! Peace be upon you,
O Eye of Allah among His creation. Peace be upon you, O Light of Allah
by which the guided find their way and the believers attain ease. Peace

be upon you, O the Pious and God-fearing. Peace be upon you, O the
Guardian and Well-wisher. Peace be upon you, O Ark of Salvation. Peace
be upon you, O Fountain of Life. Peace be upon you, blessings be upon

you, and upon your pure and good Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them).
Peace be upon you; may Allah soon bring about for you that victory and
matter of reappearance which He has promised. Peace be upon you, O

my Master. | am your servant, | acknowledge your beginning and your
end; | seek nearness to Allah through you and your Ahl al-Bayt (peace be

upon them), and | await your reappearance and the manifestation of
truth at your hands. | beseech Allah to send blessings upon Muhammad
and the progeny of Muhammad (SAWW), and to place me among those

who await you, follow you, assist you, and are martyred against your

enemies; to include me among the company of your friends. O my
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Master, O the Master of the Age (peace be upon him)! Allah's blessings
be upon you and your Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them). This is Friday,
which is your day; on this day your reappearance is hoped for, ease for
the believers through you is anticipated, and the killing of the
disbelievers by your sword is desired. |, O my Master, am today your
guest and under your protection, and you are generous, from the
offspring of the generous, and you are appointed for hospitality and
granting sanctuary. So, bestow hospitality upon me and grant me
security. Blessings be upon you and upon your pure Ahl al-Bayt (peace
be upon them)."

The Fifty-Fourth (54") Duty

This is [to recite the supplication] that is narrated in Kamal al-Din and
Jamal al-Usbu' with reliable and sound chains of transmission from the
noble, trustworthy Shaykh, Uthman ibn Sa'id al-Amri (may Allah be
pleased with him). He ordered the recitation of this supplication and said
that it is obligatory upon the Shia to recite it during the era of occultation.

I say that this venerable Shaykh was the First Deputy during the era of the
Minor Occultation, and all his commands were issued on behalf of the
Master of the Affair (peace be upon him) may my soul be his ransom.
Therefore, whenever the opportunity and attention are available, this
supplication must be recited, especially after the Asr prayer on Fridays. As
the noble Sayyid Ali ibn Tawus (may his soul be sanctified) said in Jamal
al-Usbu': 'If you are unable to perform the other remembrances after Asr
due to some excuse, still do not abandon this supplication at all; for we
have recognized its virtue through Allah's special grace. So, rely on it.'

From this statement, it can be understood that this supplication reached
Sayyid Ali ibn Tawus (may his soul be sanctified) from his Eminence the
Master of the Affair (may Allah hasten his noble reappearance), and this
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is not improbable considering the elevated status of the Sayyid. This
supplication is as follows:
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O Allah! Grant me knowledge of You, for if You do not grant me
knowledge of You, | will not know Your Messenger (peace be upon him
and his progeny).

O Allah! Grant me knowledge of Your Messenger (peace be upon him
and his progeny); for if You do not grant me knowledge of Your
Messenger, | will not know Your Proof (peace be upon him).

O Allah! Grant me knowledge of Your Proof; for if You do not grant me
knowledge of Your Proof, | will go astray from my religion.

O Allah! Do not cause me to die the death of ighorance, and do not turn
my heart away after guidance.

O Allah! Just as You guided me to the guardianship (wilayah) of Your
saints, whose obedience You made obligatory upon me after Your
Messenger (peace be upon him and his progeny) o the extent that |
accepted the guardianship of Your saints namely, Amir al-Mu'minin
(peace be upon him), al-Hasan, al-Husayn, Ali, Muhammad, Ja'far, Musa,
Ali, Muhammad, Ali, al-Hasan, and the Proof, the Qa'im al-Mahdi (may

[55]




the blessings of Allah be upon them all). So, grant me steadfastness and
knowledge.
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O Allah! Keep me steadfast upon Your religion, make use of me in Your
obedience, soften my heart for Your Guardian of the Affair (peace be
upon him), and keep me safe from those trials with which You have
tested Your creation. Keep me steadfast in obeying Your Guardian of the
Affair (peace be upon him) that Guardian whom You have concealed
from Your creation. So, he (ATFS) is in occultation by Your command, and
he (ATFS) awaits Your command. You alone know the time in which lies
the expediency for the reappearance of Your Guardian (ATFS) and the
lifting of the veil. So, grant me patience until | neither desire the
hastening of that which You have delayed, nor dislike the delay of that
which You have hastened. Nor do | question about that which You have
concealed, nor do | search for that which You have kept secret. Nor do |
dispute about Your decree, nor say 'Why?' and 'How?' and 'Why is the
Guardian of the Affair not appearing while the earth is filled with
injustice and oppression?' Rather, | entrust all my affairs to You.
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O Allah! | beseech You to show us Your Guardian of the Affair (peace be
upon him) in a manifest and ruling form, while | know that sovereignty,
power, proof, decisive argument, will, decree, and strength are all in
Your grasp. So, bestow this favor upon me and upon all the believers,
that we may see Your Guardian he who possesses clear speech, manifest
proof, guides from misguidance, and heals from ignorance and O Lord!
Make his visitation possible for us, make his feet firm, and include us
among those whose eyes are cooled by his sight. Grant us to stand in his
service, cause us to die upon his creed, and gather us in his group on the
Day of Resurrection.
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O Allah! Protect Your Guardian (peace be upon him) from the evil of
everything You have created, brought into being, originated, and given
form. And protect him from every direction front, back, right, left,
above, and below with a protection from You that is never lost. And in
Your Guardian, also protect the distinctive characteristics of Your
Messenger (peace be upon him and his progeny) and the successor of
the Messenger (peace be upon him).
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0 Allah! Increase him in age, prolong his life, assist him in the affairs
entrusted to him, and raise his honor and station even higher. For he is
the Guide, the Guided, the Upholding Mahdi (peace be upon him), the
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Pure, the God-fearing, the Flawless, the Pleasing, the Patient, the
Grateful, and the Striver.
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O Allah! Do not take away our certainty from us due to the prolongation
of his occultation and the cessation of news, and do not make us
heedless of his remembrance, awaiting, faith, belief in his reappearance,
supplication, and blessings to the extent that his lengthy occultation
does not cause us to despair of his reappearance and rising. And let our
certainty in him remain firm, just as it is in Your Messenger's (peace be

upon him and his progeny) mission and the revelation and scripture he
brought.
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Furthermore, make our hearts firm in faith in him, until You, by his

hands, guide us to the path of guidance, the great highway, and the path

of moderation. Keep us strong in obeying him, steadfast in following

him. And place us among his party, his helpers, his supporters, and
those pleased with all his actions.
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Also, do not strip us of this blessing at the time of our life or our death,
until You take us from this world in a state where we are never plunged
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into doubt, breaking covenants, influenced by suspicions, or
disbelieving.
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O Allah! Hasten his reappearance, strengthen him with Your help, aid his
helpers, and disgrace those who oppose him. And punish those who
stand against him and deny him. Through his reappearance, make the
truth manifest and abolish falsehood. Deliver Your believing servants
from humiliation, revive the earth through him, kill the rebellious
disbelievers, and shatter the heads of the leaders of misguidance.
Humiliate the tyrants and disbelievers, annihilate through him the
hypocrites, covenant-breakers, opponents, and enemies of Your religion
in all corners of the world, until not a single one of them remains. Leave
no trace of them, purify Your earth of them, and cool the hearts of Your
servants from their evil. Through him, restore the lost symbols of Your
religion, rectify Your altered rulings and changed traditions, until You
return Your religion through his hands fresh, new, and correct, with no
crookedness or innovation, so that even the fire of the disbelievers is
extinguished by his justice. For he is Your servant whom You have
chosen for Yourself, favored for the support of Your religion, and
selected with Your knowledge.
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You have made them infallible from sins, purified them from defects,
granted them access to the knowledge of the unseen, bestowed upon
them countless favors, cleansed them of every impurity, and made them
pure and free from all kinds of filth.
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O Allah! Send blessings upon him and upon his pure and infallible
ancestors, and upon his chosen Shia, and fulfill their hopes. And purify
this deed of ours from every doubt, suspicion, ostentation, and

hypocrisy, until we desire through it none but You, and seek nearness to
none but You through anything.
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O Allah! We complain to You of the separation from our Prophet (peace
be upon him and his progeny), the occultation of our Guardian (peace
be upon him), the harshness of the times, the overwhelming of
tribulations, the dominance of enemies over us, their great numbers,
and our own small number.
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O Allah! Remove this state through that victory of Yours which You will
soon grant, and through that help of Yours by which You elevate, and
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through the just Imam whom You will manifest, O True God, O Lord of
the Worlds!
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O Allah! We beseech You to grant Your Guardian (peace be upon him)
permission to manifest justice among Your servants and to eradicate
Your enemies in Your land, until no foundation of oppression remains
that he does not demolish, no remaining existence is left that he does
not annihilate, no power remains that he does not weaken, no fortress
remains that he does not raze, no boundary remains that he does not
obliterate, no weapon remains that he does not render useless, no flag
remains that he does not lower, no brave one remains that he does not
slay, and no army remains that he does not defeat.
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O Lord! Rain down upon them Your destructive stones, strike them with
Your sharp sword, and unleash upon them that might of Yours from
which no sinful nation can be saved. Subject Your enemies, the enemies
of Your religion, and the enemies of Your Messenger (peace be upon
him and his progeny) to punishment at the hands of Your Guardian and
Your believing servants.
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O Allah! Protect Your Guardian and Your Proof from the terror and plots

of their enemies. And whoever schemes against them, scheme against

him, and whoever intends to harm him, impose evil upon him.
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Cut off from them any access to help, cast terror into their hearts, make
their steps falter, seize them openly, impose Your severest punishment
upon them, expel them from among Your servants, curse them in Your
land, place them in the lowest depths of Hell, encompass them in Your
severest chastisement, cast them into Hellfire, fill their graves with fire,

and subject them to the intensity of Your Fire; for they went astray,

neglected the prayer, followed their desires, and led Your servants

s )Lﬁm,

astray.
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O Allah! Revive the Qur'an through Your Guardian (peace be upon him),
and show us his light that is ever-bright, with no darkness left in it. Give

life to dead-hearts through it, heal the hardened and fallen chests

through it, gather the diverse desires and paths upon the truth through
it, and enforce the suspended penalties and neglected rulings through it,
until no truth remains hidden and no justice remains concealed, but all
becomes manifest.
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O Lord! Include us among his helpers, those who strengthen his rule,
those who submit to his command, those who are pleased with his
actions, and those who bow their heads before his decrees. Also, make
us such that we have no need for Tagiyyah before Your creation.
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O my Lord! You are the One who removes distress, accepts the
supplication of the helpless, and grants deliverance from great
calamities. So, remove the distress from Your Guardian, and establish
him as Your vicegerent in Your land, as You have promised.
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O Allah! Do not place me among the enemies of the Progeny of
Muhammad (peace be upon them), nor among their adversaries, nor
among those who harbor hatred and rage against them (AS). | seek
refuge in You from that (evil end). So, take me under Your protection
and keep me safe.
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O Allah! Send blessings upon Muhammad and the Progeny of
Muhammad, and through their intercession, make me successful in this
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world and the next, and include me among those close to You. Amen, O
Lord of the Worlds.

Chapter 1

Know that recognizing the attributes and characteristics of his Eminence,
the Master of the Affair (may Allah hasten his noble reappearance), is
among the most important matters which, in light of rational and textual
proofs, is obligatory and essential to attain in this era.

Although it is not possible to detail all these characteristics in this brief
treatise, | will mention here, in summary, twenty attributes from reliable
books such as Al-Kafi, Kamal ad-Din, Al-Mahajjah, Bihar al-Anwar, and Al-
Najm al-Thaqib, so that the matter of recognizing his Eminence, the
Master of the Age (peace be upon him), becomes clear for every person.

First Characteristic:

His Eminence, the Master of the Affair (may Allah hasten his noble
reappearance), will appear and rise for Jihad from the sanctified Mecca
(Makkah al-Mukarramah). This appearance will be open and manifest, to
the extent that every individual will become aware of it.

Second Characteristic:

At the time of his reappearance, a caller from the heavens will call out
with his blessed name, the name of his noble father, the names of his
pure ancestors (peace be upon them), and the name of the Master of the
Martyrs (peace be upon him). All creatures will hear it in their own
languages. This call will be so awe-inspiring and impactful that every
sleeper will awaken, every standing person will sit down, and every
seated person will stand up. This proclamation will be from Gabriel (peace
be upon him).
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Third Characteristic:

Wherever His Eminence will go, a white cloud will cast its shadow over
him, and from it a voice will call out:
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"This is the Mahdi, the Caliph of Allah; therefore, follow him."

This narration has also been mentioned by Sunni scholars.
Fourth Characteristic:

People will benefit so greatly from the light of his radiant countenance
that they will no longer need the light of the sun and the moon. Rather,
his beauty will illuminate the world.

Fifth Characteristic:

Accompanying His Eminence, the Master of the Affair (may Allah hasten
his noble reappearance), will be the same stone that was with Prophet
Musa (peace be upon him), from which twelve springs gushed forth when
he (AS) struck it with his staff. When His Eminence departs from Makkah
al-Mukarramah with his companions, his herald will announce:
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"Beware! Let none of you carry food, water, or fodder."

That stone will be loaded onto a camel, and wherever they camp, it will
be placed there, and springs will gush forth from it. Whoever is hungry
will be satiated, whoever is thirsty will be quenched, and the same water
will be given to their animals as drink and will also serve as their
nourishment.

Sixth Characteristic:

The Staff of Musa (peace be upon him) will also be with His Eminence. He

will use it to terrify the enemies; their horses (mount) and equipment will
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be swallowed up by it. And everything that Prophet Musa (peace be upon
him) accomplished with his staff, the Master of the Affair (may Allah
hasten his noble reappearance) will also accomplish.

Seventh Characteristic:

On the morning of the very night when His Eminence appears in Makkah,
any believer in any region of the world will awaken and find a note at his
bedside with words of obedience written on it, which will be known and
clear.

Eighth Characteristic:

The believers will see His Eminence while he is at his station far from
them, yet it will feel as if he is present before them.

Ninth Characteristic:

At the time of His Eminence's reappearance, no illness or defect will
remain in any male or female believer; all ailments will be removed.

Tenth Characteristic:

During the era of His Eminence, the poor among the believers will
become self-sufficient. No needy person will remain in any region of the
earth; even all the debts of the Shia of Ali (peace be upon him) will be
paid off.

Eleventh Characteristic:

In the era of the reappearance, all male and female believers will be so
well-acquainted with the rulings of the religion that they will have no
need to refer to one another in these matters; all will themselves be
learned in the religion.
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Twelfth Characteristic:

In the era of the reappearance, people's lifespans will become so long
that a person will see a thousand (1000) descendants born from his
lineage. Some narrations mention that when those children grow, their
clothes will also grow with them, and they will automatically become
dyed in whatever color of clothing they desire.

Thirteenth Characteristic:

Complete peace will be established on all roads and in all countries; no
place will remain with fear or terror.

Fourteenth Characteristic:

It is unanimously reported in the narrations of both Shia and Sunni that
in his era, justice will spread completely on the earth, to the extent that
no one will oppress another.

Fifteenth Characteristic:

His Eminence (may Allah hasten his noble reappearance) will judge
according to the inner knowledge ('ilm al-batin) and will kill all the
disbelievers and hypocrites, even if they outwardly present themselves as
his companions. He (ATFS) will establish the religion of Islam throughout
the entire earth. Then, neither will jizyah be accepted nor will anyone who
withholds zakat be pardoned; rather, those who do not pay zakat will be
killed.

Sixteenth Characteristic:

He (ATFS) will achieve victory over all kings, and his dominion will expand
to every region of the world.

Seventeenth Characteristic:

All animals, even wild beasts, will live together in affection and love; harm
and injury will be removed from one another.
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Eighteenth Characteristic:

If a disbeliever or polytheist hides inside a rock, that rock itself will call
out to a believer:
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"0 believer! Inside me is a dlsbellever or polytheist hiding; so, kill him."
Thus, the believer will kill him.
Nineteenth Characteristic:

Some narrations state that the army of Sufyani, consisting of three
hundred thousand (300,000) soldiers, will be sent from Madinah
Munawwarah towards Makkah Mukarramah with the intention of killing
the Imam (peace be upon him). When that army will reach the desert
between Makkah and Madinah, Gabriel (peace be upon him) will call out:
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"0 earth! Swallow them all."

Thus, the entire earth will swallow them, and only two or three men will
remain.

Twentieth Characteristic:

By the miracle of Allah, the Exalted, His Eminence (may Allah hasten his
noble reappearance) will revive many enemies so that retribution may be
taken from them. The details of all these matters have been mentioned
in the book Mikyal al-Makarim in light of narrations.
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Chapter 2

In the book Zad al-Ma'ad and other books, it is narrated from Imam al-
Sadiq (peace be upon him) that whoever recites the Supplication of the
Covenant (Du'a al-Ahd) for forty mornings will be counted among the
helpers of his Eminence the Qa'im (may Allah hasten his noble
reappearance). And if he dies before the reappearance, Allah, the Exalted,
will raise him from his grave to assist him (ATFS). Moreover, for every
word, Allah will record a thousand good deeds for him and forgive a
thousand of his sins. It is such a great supplication:
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O Allah! O Lord of the Great Light, Owner of the Lofty Throne, Lord of
the Surging Sea, Revealer of the Torah, the Gospel, and the Psalms, Lord
of the cool and hot airs, Revealer of the Great Qur'an, Lord of the angels
brought near (mugarrabeen), the Prophets, and the Messengers!
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O Allah! | beseech You by the means of Your honored Countenance, by
the means of Your luminous Countenance, by the means of Your ancient
Sovereignty. O Ever-Living, O Self-Subsisting! | beseech You by the means
of that Name of Yours by which the heavens and the earth were
illuminated, and by that Name through which the reformation of the
former and latter peoples occurred. O You Who were Living before every
living thing, and will remain Living after every living thing, and will be
[69]




Living when no living thing remains. O Giver of life to the dead, and
Giver of death to the living! There is no god but You.
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O Allah! Bestow Your mercy upon Your Guardian, our Master, the Imam,
the Guide, the Mahdi, the Qa'im (may Allah hasten his noble
reappearance). Send blessings upon his pure ancestors (peace be upon
them), and from all the believing men and women who are in the east
and west of the earth, in the plains and mountains, on land and sea, and
also from me, my parents, my children, and my brothers, send such
blessings that equal the weight of Your Throne, the ink of Your words,
and all that is within Your knowledge.
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O Allah! I renew this morning and for all the days of my life a covenant, a
pact, and a pledge for him (peace be upon him), placing it as a collar
upon my neck. | will never turn away from it, nor will | ever renege
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0 Allah! Include me among his helpers, supporters, those who defend
him, those who hasten to fulfill his needs, those who carry out his
commands and prohibitions, those who are subservient to his will, and
those who are martyred before him.
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O Allah! If death, which is a decree ordained for Your servants,
intervenes between me and him, then raise me from my grave with my
shroud upon my shoulders, my sword drawn, my spear ready, answering
the call of the Caller to the present and the absent.
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O Allah! Grant me the visitation of his luminous and righteous
countenance, and cool my eyes with the sight of him. Hasten his
reappearance, ease his emergence, widen his path, set me upon his
path, establish his command, strengthen his back, make his spine firm,
populate Your earth through him, and give life to Your servants through
him. For You have said, and Your word is true: Corruption has appeared
throughout the land and sea by [reason of] what the hands of people
have earned.
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O Allah! Manifest for us in this world and the Hereafter Your Guardian,
the son of Your Guardian, and the son of the daughter of Your Prophet
(peace be upon him and his progeny) he who is named after Your
Messenger (peace be upon him and his progeny) until he leaves no trace
of falsehood but annihilates it, and firmly establishes the truth.
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O Allah! Make him a sanctuary for Your oppressed servants, a helper for
the helpless, a reviver for Your suspended rulings, a preserver and
supporter for the symbols of Your religion and the traditions of Your
Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny). And protect him from the
oppression of the oppressors and the attacks of enemies.
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O Allah! Gladden Your Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his
progeny) and his Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) with the sight of him
(His Eminence the Qa'im, may Allah hasten his noble reappearance), and
also all those who have answered the call of his religion. And O Lord!
Have mercy upon us, who are in a state of helplessness, weakness, and
agitation after Your Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny).

T Tayw - z 3 s 7 a, -
Lo BR153 T 35048 85,88 0005 0 351w 2 Bkl B a2 2401
- o 2% P 3 .
_%@19)1 bﬁd‘:’-bx
O Allah! Through his reappearance, remove from this Ummah this great
distress and tribulation, and hasten his reappearance for us. Indeed,

people consider it distant, but through Your mercy, we know it to be
near, O Most Merciful of the merciful!

Then, strike your right thigh three times, saying each time:
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"Hasten, O my Master! O the Master of the Age (peace be upon him)!"

In conclusion, | request all esteemed readers to pray for me, hoping from
Allah, the Exalted in Majesty, that He may include me and my religious
brothers among the helpers and supporters of the Master of the Age (may
Allah hasten his noble reappearance).
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